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Sunday Worship 
8 am Holy Communion       
9.40am Little Saints (children under 
 11years, 1st & 4th Sundays,   
 in the Hall) 
9.45am Parish Communion 
11.30am Family Service (3rd Sunday   
 in month )  
12 noon Holy Communion followed  
 by Lunch Club (2nd Sunday   
 in month)  
6 pm Evening Service 
Weekday Services 
Tues, Fri 7.15am Morning Prayer 
Wed,Thur 7am Morning Prayer 
Thursday 9.30am Holy Communion 
Friday 10.45am Holy Communion 
 at Croxley House 
Friday 2.30pm Holy Communion 
 at Chalmers Court  (3rd Fri 
 in month) 
 
The Church is Open Daily for private 
prayer and meditation. 
  
The Parish Office is open for enquiries 
from 10am to 12 noon, Monday to Friday.  
Answerphone available outside  these 
hours.            Tel: 772109 
Parish Administrator: Mrs Judith Man     
       
Website:www.croxleygreenallsaints.org 
Email:office@croxleygreenallsaints.org  

Vicar:   
Revd Miriam Mugan  

The Vicarage  WD3 3HJ      Tel: 772109 
Assistant Curate: 
Revd Mary Kingsley 
19 The Cloisters, Rickmansworth 
WD3 1HL           Tel:771172 
Reader: 
Mr David Williams  
2 Nunfield, Chipperfield   WD4 9EW 
                      Tel: 263007 
Honorary Priest: 
Revd Canon Charles Parry 
45 Windmill Drive  WD3 3FF 
                   Tel: 771037 
Churchwardens: 
Mr Chris Oke 
8 Sycamore Road   WD3 3TD  
         Tel:  220782                          
Mrs Diane Galloway 
54 Windmill Drive    WD3 3FE   
                     Tel: 770392 
Verger: Sister Mary Bittles 
19 Chalmers Court  WD3 3AB 
                             Tel: 771275 
Sacristan: Mrs Jo Squire 
Leafield, Little Green Lane   WD3 3ST 
                             Tel: 241537 
Parochial Church Council: 
Secretary: Mr Brian Clemow 
3, Watford Road  WD3 3DL 
            Tel: 07973 249407 
Treasurer: Mr Freddie Alnutt 
76 Winton Drive  WD3 3QT 
                             Tel: 240483 

All Saints' 
 Croxley Green 
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            December 2011 
 
      Revd. Miriam writes: 
 
 
 
 

      Dear Friends 
 
 
As always we will be welcoming five of our local schools into church 
for their Christmas carols services/concerts in the coming weeks. I 
think that we are very privileged that the schools use the church in 
this way and I really enjoy these occasions, as the church fills with 
the chatter of excited children’s voices and the proud comments of 
parents and grandparents. As the concert/service begins the noise 
stops and once again we are reminded of the story of Jesus’ birth, 
through the carols we sing, the songs the children sing and the words 
they share. It is fascinating to see how, each year, the traditional story 
is presented in imaginative ways, often woven into some of the 
secular Christmas traditions that have developed over the years. 
These productions require a lot of work by the school staff as they 
near the end of what is usually a long term. Nevertheless, they never 
fail to produce thoughtful and innovative programmes ensuring that 
every child is involved in some way. On the day there are often 
hiccups as someone forgets their lines or misses their cue but this 
simply adds to the joy of the occasion. 
 
Gervase Phinn, a one time schools inspector in North Yorkshire, 
writes about some hiccups that he experienced when attending school 
nativity productions, in his book “A Wayne in a Manger”. One I find 
particularly amusing is about the time he arrived at a Dales school 
one December afternoon, only to find all the children heading for 
home. He stopped one small boy who was loaded down with all 
manner of Christmas cards, calendars, decorations and presents. 
“Where's everyone going?” he asked. “Isn't there a nativity play here 
this afternoon?”  
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The boy looked at him for a moment and then said bluntly, “It’s off!” 
“It’s off?” replied the inspector. “Aye” answered the lad “T'Virgin 
Mary's got nits!”  
 
It is easy to get wrapped up in the sentimentality of Christmas and 
forget the reality of what life in first century Palestine was like. 
Christmas cards and Advent calendar images never show Mary 
looking dishevelled or grubby, or the muck and mess of the stable. 
We like our image of the first Christmas to be like a wholesome fairy 
tale, where all is fragrant, clean and attractive.  
 
Sadly this sanitised approach to the nativity story detracts from the 
real message that the gospel writers are trying to convey. They want 
to help us understand something about the nature of God. He was the 
God who saw fit to enter our world at that time and in that place, in a 
pretty humble way, where very few would have expected to find him.  
This is the way God comes to us today. It is hard for him to penetrate 
places  where life seems perfect, where people have everything, from 
the latest fashionable clothes, telephones and other technological 
equipment, to tables loaded with food and drink. The God the 
Christmas story reveals, is the God who reaches out to us in our 
ordinary everyday lives, with all its limitations and difficulties, who 
lives simply, takes risks and who makes himself vulnerable in order 
to show us how to love. All he asks of us is that we put all of our 
materialistic wants and desires to one side, come before him as 
ourselves and open our heart to let him in. 
 
I hope that you have a peaceful and blessed Christmas in which you 
experience for yourselves the joy of God With Us. 
 
With my love and prayers 
 
Miriam 
 
PS.  you are very welcome to come to any of the school services/
concerts; details are in the diary pages of the magazine. 
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Parish Register and Records 
 

CONFIRMATION AT THE CATHEDRAL AND ABBEY 
CHURCH OF ST ALBAN 
 
29th October 2011  Callum  James  BOWYER  of  
      Windmill Drive 
 
29th October 2011  Alfie Hamilton JONES  of  Frankland Road 
 
29th October 2011  Grace Elizabeth Ann Hazel LAPPAGE  
      of  Manor Way 
 
INTERMENT OF ASHES 
 
29th October 2011  Marjorie and Alfred WEBSTER 
 

 
 

We will remember them 
 

Civic Service on Sunday 
13th November 2011 

 
beginning in All Saints’ 
Church and continuing with 
the laying of wreaths at the 
War Memorial on the Green 

Photographs by Angela Keen  
of Raphaelite Photography 
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 December Readings 
 

4th December  Advent 2 
     OT   Isaiah 40 v1-11 
     Gospel  Mark 1 v1-8 
 
11th December  Advent 3 
     OT   Isaiah 61 v1-4 & v8-11 
     Gospel  John 1 v6-8 & v19-28 
 
18th December  Advent 4 
     OT   2 Samuel 7 v1-11 & v16 
     Gospel  Luke 1 v26-38 
 
24th December  Christmas Eve 
     OT   Isaiah 9 v2-7 
     Gospel  Luke 2 v1-20 
 
25th December  Christmas Day 
     OT   Isaiah 52 v7-10   
     Gospel  John 1 v1-14 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Book of Remembrance 
 

We now have a book of remembrance, with a page for each day of the 
year, beautifully written by Joyce Davis of Guildford, and displayed 
in a cabinet at the back of the church. The elegant light oak cabinet 
was bought with a bequest from Mary Isobel Keen of Bateman Road, 
who died in January 2010. 
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 Remembering Departed Loved Ones 
 

We ran out of everything and it was a good thing.  Expecting the 
usual 80 or so people, 100 flowers had been purchased and a similar 
number of candles got ready.  Over 130 people came to the "Service 
of Thanksgiving and Remembrance for the Departed" on 29th 
October, which shows what an important service it is.  We coped, 
with good co-operation all round, more candles found and multiple 
flower heads divided.  Those serving refreshment after the service 
were hard pressed too – so many people wanting to continue 
fellowship over a cup of tea or coffee.  
 

I asked myself why has this service become even more popular?  
Could it be because of the change from a Eucharistic service to one 
more accessible to those who are not so familiar with more formal 
church services, a change first made 2 years ago?  I noted this year 
there was an even more accessible feel to the service with the 
inclusion of popular hymns like "Amazing grace" and "The king of 
love my shepherd is". The service, however was not without some 
special choral music, sung in Latin.  After the names of loved ones 
had been read, people came forward to place a flower and light a 
candle while the choir sang settings from Requiem Masses.  First 
there were sections from Gabriel Fauré's Mass and then the Pie Jesu 
and Agnus Dei from Andrew Lloyd Webber's work.  
 

A reading from the Apocrypha, which I really like and found 
appropriate for this service, was our bible reading: "The souls of the 
righteous are in the hand of God and no torment will ever touch 
them ...." (Wisdom 3 v1-9).  Revd. Miriam's address, based on this 
reading, I found helpful – I too am a recently bereaved person. As last 
year, I was privileged to read the anonymous poem found on the 
cover of the Queen Mother's funeral booklet: "We can shed tears that 
they have gone, or we can smile that they have lived...." 
 

Thank you to all who took part and made 
this a very special occasion. 
 
David Williams 
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Mothers’ Union 

 
On Friday 3rd November Mr Maurice Saunders, the 
President of the Croxley Green Branch of The Royal 
British Legion, shared with us his childhood memories 
of life during the Second World War. Photographs 

illustrated his reminiscences enhanced by those from our own 
production of Blitz! still displayed in the committee room. 
 

We reflected upon the removal of signposts and painting out of names 
to delay any invading forces. We considered the effects of rationing and 
the requirement to be as self-sufficient as possible, using allotments and 
gardens to ‘dig for victory’. We saw pitiful expressions on the faces of 
evacuees and their mothers and contemplated the horrors of the 
blackout, anticipating the visit from the ARP warden should even a 
chink of light escape the blackout curtains. We were reminded of the 
need to use shelters for protection during the bombing raids either at the 
tube stations or home based Anderson shelters, the latter often stuffed 
with newspaper to try to stop some of the draughts! Some families had 
the indoor Morrison shelters which Maurice noted often provided a very 
useful surface for playing table tennis! 
 

We saw the large tanks of water provided in the urban areas for the fire 
wardens and others to use when incendiary devices landed. Maurice 
recalled that many of these were used as temporary swimming pools by 
youngsters and as somewhere to keep their fishes! Finally we 
contemplated the gas masks. We were reminded not to handle any now 
as many of them had filters containing asbestos. The masks were 
provided in special boxes and children and adults alike were expected to 
carry their box at all times. 
 

In addition to the photographs and posters Maurice brought some 
recordings of the speeches of Neville Chamberlain and Winston 
Churchill and music and songs of the 1940s, a number involving Billy 
Cotton and his Band. The sounds of this war time music got the feet 
tapping and our session ended with the familiar tune “When the lights 
go on again all over the world” ringing in our ears.  
 

Thank you to Maurice for this presentation. 
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Future events: 
 
Thursday 1st December, 9.30am – Corporate Communion 
Friday 2nd December – Enrolments and Carols and mince pies 
Thursday 5th January, 9.30am – Corporate Communion 
Friday 6th January  –  Making Greetings Cards  – Elaine Norman 
Friday 3rd February – Annual General Meeting 
 
All are welcome to meetings which commence at 2.15pm in the 
committee room. 
 
Judy Muir 
 
 

Baptism and Confirmation 
 
On Sunday 23rd October, I was baptised. It was a special service for 
me. I got to choose the hymns. A lot of people were there to support 
me and see me baptised. I am very thankful for the support my 
sponsors, Pat Evett and Chris Fagan, gave me. I also want to thank 
everyone who came to the service. 

 
Then, on Saturday 29th 
October I was confirmed at St 
Albans Abbey, along with 
Callum and Alfie. It was a 
lovely service and it was great 
to see so many people from 
church there. I am very 
grateful for all the support 
everyone has given me. I also 
want to thank everyone for all 
the presents and cards I have 

received. It was a great 
experience to meet Bishop Alan 

and be confirmed in St Albans Abbey. Once again I would like to 
thank everyone who came to that special service.        Grace Lappage 

Bishop Alan of St Albans with Reverend Miriam  
and Callum, Alfie and Grace 
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Music Notes - December 2011 
 
With our Patronal Festival behind us we can now 
focus on preparations for Advent and Christmas, 

which is always keenly anticipated by everyone. Whilst the morning 
services continue without interruption, each Sunday evening 
throughout Advent brings with it a different service, and I do hope 
that you will be able to attend one or all of these. 
 
On Advent Sunday (27th November) we begin the new ecclesiastical 
year. At 6.00pm in the evening we have a service of Advent Readings 
and Music by candlelight. This is not another Carol Service, but 
rather a distinctive Liturgy which begins in darkness with a 
Procession moving from West to East, from the direction of darkness 
towards the brightness of sunrise. This expresses symbolically our 
desire to turn away from the darkness in which we are separated from 
God, and draw closer to the Light, which is God. The service will 
include a number of well known advent hymns as well as anthems by 
Bach, Gibbons and Wood; and will be followed by refreshments, so 
please join us if you are able. 
 
On Sunday 4th December there will be Evensong as usual, and for 
the anthem we will sing Henry Purcell’s setting of “Rejoice in the 
Lord alway”. With words from the epistle for Advent IV, this is 
probably the best example of the “verse” anthems that were popular 
throughout Europe in the 17th century; its opening “symphony” 
constructed over a descending scale in the bass has earned it the 
nickname “The Bell Anthem”. 
 
On Sunday 11th December we will have our 
annual Christingle Service at 4.30pm, in aid of 
the Church of England Children’s Society. 
With a number of lively hymns this service is 
particularly suitable for younger children. 
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There will be a number of school carol services taking place in the 
Church during December, and it is always nice to see the nave full for 
these occasions, however our service of Nine Lessons and Carols 
takes place once the school term has finished on Sunday 18th at 
6.00pm, and is one of the high points of the choral year. The service 
will begin with the traditonal singing of “Once in Royal David’s 
City” by a treble soloist. As always the music will include a number 
of old favourites, such as Harold Darke’s setting of “In the Bleak 
Midwinter” and the popular “Angels Carol” by John Rutter, as well 
as some lesser known items. 
 
The first service of Nine Lessons and Carols was drawn up in 1880 
by Edward Benson, then Bishop of Truro. In 1918 this was adapted 
for use in the chapel of King's College, Cambridge by its then Dean, 
Eric Milner-White, who wrote the Bidding Prayer. The carols are 
carefully chosen to relate to each lesson, some joyful and some more 
reflective, this is an integral part of the service as we see the 
Incarnation as part of a divine plan leading towards the Passion and 
Resurrection of our Lord, not as an isolated event. The service will 
again be followed by Mulled Wine and Mince Pies; please encourage 
your friends and family to attend. 
 
As the Sunday after Christmas falls on 
New Year’s Day, the choir will take a 
day’s holiday, however if you are in the 
mood for more carols then on the feast 
of the Epiphany (transferred to January 
8th)  the informal Service of Reflection 
will be followed by “carols around the 
crib” in place of the sermon. This gives 
an opportunity to sing any of your 
favourite carols that have not found a 
place elsewhere. If you have any 
requests please let me know. 
 
Benjamin Weitzmann 
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Christmas Market 
 

The Market, on Saturday 19th November, was a lively and enjoyable 
event. As well as the usual goods for sale, raffle and tombola, 
competitions and refreshments, there were some visiting stall-holders 
and a room full of craft activities for children. 
 
An impressive £1,328.34 was raised. Thank you to all who worked so 
hard to make the day a success. Thank you also to Bliss Beauty and 
Croxley Meats who supported us with Vouchers for the raffle. 

Stall Amount Raised

Door £54.60
Tombola £204.70
Cushions £56.00
Guess the Cake Weight £20.00
Children's Lucky Dip / Name the Penguin £30.60
Toiletries £78.91
Homemade Biscuits / Cakes £206.15
Plants £58.20
Raffle £116.90
Holiday Gift Stall £160.53
Refreshments £20.45
Crack the Safe £11.40
Children's Corner £53.70
Pick a Box £8.00
Jewellery £18.20
Jamporium £170.00
Aloe Vera (Table Donation) £10.00
Canine College (Donation) £10.00
Jo Gardner Pictures (Table Donation) £10.00
Jamie Oliver Parties (Table Donation) £10.00
Handmade Bunting (Table Donation) £10.00
Utility Warehouse Discount Club (Table Donation) £10.00

Total £1,328.34
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Roger McKeague 

 
Gas and Plumbing 

Services 
+ 20 years experience 
Gas Safe Registration 

No. 197915 
 

132 Frankland Road 
Croxley Green 

WD3 3AU 
Tel: 01923 770583 
Mob: 07932 997906 

An Afternoon of Music 
 

An audience of eighty enjoyed a very varied concert in our church on the 
afternoon of Sunday 6th November. Ceylan Rogers and Nihan Demirkapi 
Radford presented ten of their pupils, performing a wide repertoire of 
solos on flute, saxophone, cello and piano. For many, this was their first 
public performance and very impressive they were. 
 

Ceylan and Nihan themselves began the concert with Siciliano from VI 
Flute Sonata by J.S.Bach and the concert finished with their wonderful 
performance of Bach’s Sonata IV for flute and cello. 
 

The audience, including families and friends of the performers and 
members of All Saints, had a chance to meet each other during  
refreshments afterwards.  Altogether, this was a very enjoyable event 
which raised £225.58 for All Saints’ Church plus £112.80 for the 
musicians’ chosen charity (British Heart Foundation). It was a 2:1 split as 
we provided the venue, heating, posters, programmes and refreshments. 
We hope to host more concerts in the new year. 
 
Diane Galloway 

 
Can we do your 
photocopying? 

 
A4 black & white 

 including grey scale 
5p per side 

 
A3 colour 

30p per side 
 

Other prices on request 
 

 All Saints’ Parish Office 
01923 772109 

Tuesday to Friday  
10am – 12 noon 
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December Diary 
 
1  Thur  9.30am  MU – Corporate Communion 
 
2  Fri  2.15pm  MU – Enrolments  & Carols and mince pies 
 
4  Sun  Advent 2   
   8am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
   9.40am  Little Saints 
   9.45am  Parish Communion 
   6pm  Evensong (BCP) 
 
5  Mon  8pm  Cell Church at 107, New Road 
 
6  Tues  10.30am Yorke Mead School Carol Service 
 
7  Wed  11am  Cell Church at 19, Chalmers Court 
   2pm  Cell Church in the Committee Room 
 
8  Thur  9.30am  Holy Communion 
 
10 Sat  9.30am  Children’s Christmas Workshop 
 
11 Sun  Advent 3 
   8am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
   9.45am  Parish Communion 
   12 noon Holy Communion followed by  
      Christmas lunch 
   4.30pm  Christingle Service (NO Evensong) 
 
13 Tues  10am  Harvey Road School Carol Service 
   2.30pm  York House School Carol Service 
 
14 Wed  10am  Little Green School Carol Service 
   11am  Cell Church at 19, Chalmers Court 
   2pm  Cell Church in the Committee Room 
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15  Thur  9.30am  Holy Communion 
    2pm  Seniors’ Carols and Tea 
    7pm  Rickmansworth School Carol Service 
 
18  Sun   Advent 4 
    8am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
    9.45am  Parish Communion 
    6pm  Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 
 
19  Mon  8pm  Cell Church at 107, New Road 
 
20  Tues  12 noon  ‘Who’s For Lunch?’ at the Red House 
    2.30pm  Children’s Party 
 
21  Wed   2pm  Cell Church in the Committee Room  
 
22  Thur  9.30am  Holy Communion 
    10.30am Decoration of the church for Christmas 
 
24  Sat   Christmas Eve 
    4pm  Crib Service 
    11.30pm Midnight Mass 
 
 
 
25  Sun   Christmas Day 
    8am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
    9.45am  Parish Communion 
    
28  Wed   Holy Innocents 
    2pm  Cell Church in the Committee Room 
 
29  Thur  9.30am  Holy Communion 
 
 
 
  


