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February 2021
Revd. Canon Miriam writes:
Dear Friends
As I write this letter, it has been reported that the
numbers of coronavirus infections in south east
England are beginning to fall. This is such good news and I hope and
pray that by the time you read this, the numbers will have fallen even
more, and with the progression of the vaccination programme, we
will be able to resume worshipping together in person in Church and
get together with our family and friends.
February 17th is Ash Wednesday, the start of Lent. After almost a
year of living with restrictions in all aspects of our daily lives, the
idea of considering what you might give up for Lent may not be very
appealing. Lent is the six week period leading up to Easter. Unlike
Advent, which is a time of expectant waiting, Lent has a more solemn
feel as we reflect on the great sacrifice that Jesus made for us through
his death on the cross and the joy of his resurrection on Easter day
and all that this means for us as Christians. Traditionally, in Lent, we
are encouraged to give up something in order to focus our minds and
thoughts on what it means for us to follow Jesus and to deepen our
relationship with him and our understanding of the love that God has
for each and every one of us.

Perhaps this year, instead of giving up something, you might want to
consider spending 10 minutes or so each day reflecting on a verse of
scripture. The Church of England has developed a fantastic resource
called #LiveLent: God's Story, Our Story and it helps us to explore
how, as Christians, we are witnesses to God’s story which in turn has
an impact on our own story and how this can impact other people and
their story.
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The Archbishops of Canterbury and York have written this as the
forward to the booklet:
Stories take us out of ourselves. It’s not that stories give us an escape.
In fact, the best stories are ones we find ourselves in, as they tell of
relating and loving, suffering and hoping, facing dangers and
difficulties, holding out for change. As Christians, we have been
given the most wonderful story of all. A story which on the one hand
is like our own – it’s about people like us. But, on the other hand, it
tells us about a God we can hardly grasp. The invitation of this year’s
#LiveLent to all of us is to participate in God’s story. To make it so
much part of our own stories that our own lives become impossible to
understand without it. And then to be tellers of this story, and the
change it has brought to us, to those who fear all they will ever have
is their own drama.
Archbishop Justin Welby and Archbishop Stephen Cottrell
As we think about moving forward, post-pandemic, as individuals
and as a Church, these daily readings will enable us to look beyond
the here and now, look beyond where we are in our own journey of
faith to how we take forward all that we have learnt from this
pandemic into the future. I highly recommend this booklet and
encourage you to engage with it. It is available on social media as a
free app and you can also sign up for daily emails.
In addition to this, we will be running two Lent Courses. The first
course, based on prayer, is called Still Lyfe and is published by the
Bible Society. This will be held via Zoom on Thursday evenings
starting on 18th February. Login details will be made available
nearer the time. The joy of this course is that I am able to print off a
copy of it each week for those of you who do not have access to IT,
so a copy will be shared with you with the weekly letter. This means
we are all doing the same course. We are putting together
arrangements for those of you not on IT to be able to share your
thoughts and views by telephone with others. The second course
will be held on Sunday evenings at 6pm, again on Zoom whilst
restrictions remain in place. This course looks at five different
spiritual essentials for our journey of faith, using passages from
John’s gospel. It is written by Paula Gooder, an eminent and
engaging theologian. You will need to purchase her course book
either as a hard copy or on Kindle which is available at Amazon or
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Eden bookstore.
In addition to these courses and daily reflections, there might be
things that events of the last year have brought up for you which are
having some impact on your faith journey in both a positive or
negative way. Lent is a good time to reflect on our faith journey, a
spiritual MOT if you like. It often helps to explore your thoughts
and feelings with someone else. If this is something that you might
find helpful please get in touch.
With my love and prayers
Miriam
********************************************************************************************

A Message from our Treasurer
It will be a while until the 2020 accounts have been finalised and
approved by our independent examiner. As I am sure you can
imagine, the 2020 results will not be good, but what I do know is that
the final position would have been an awful lot worse were it not for
the generosity of you, our congregation and friends in the community.
I would like to say a heartfelt thank you for your continued support.
For much of 2020 our only regular sources of income were from your
planned giving and the rent received for the phone mast in the Bell
Turret. Quite simply, Hall booking income dried up and regular
fundraising activities had to cease. The running costs continued and
the bills had to be paid.
Your envelopes and gifts dropped through the Vicarage letterbox,
along with online donations via our Church website, really did make
a difference. Thanks to your generosity and enthusiasm, the
sponsored pilgrimage and virtual balloon race made a valiant effort to
offset some of the £6,000 we might have expected to raise at the
Christmas Market, had it not been cancelled.
As 2021 begins, we face another challenging year, but thank you for
your gifts and donations in 2020 that allow us to enter the new year in
a better financial position than we would have been otherwise.
Andrew
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Notes from the 7th January
Parochial Church Council Meeting
Access to Services During Lockdown
Following the Government’s latest lockdown, Bishop Alan had issued
a dispensation to parishes to close churches for Sunday public
worship until 17 January, after which any parish wishing to continue
the suspension must seek his permission. The PCC wishes to
safeguard parishioners from contracting the virus so arrangements for
public worship are being reviewed weekly by the vicar and
churchwardens.
Safeguarding
The PCC identified the following list of groups and activities which
might involve children, young people and/or vulnerable adults:
The Church Choir, the Parish Youth Group, Afternoon Teas, the
Monday Toddlers Group , Pop-up Cafés and Dinner Bell lunches.
Satisfactory safeguarding arrangements will need to be put in place
for each activity and reviewed annually.
The PCC also agreed that a short Basic Safeguarding Awareness
online course will be given to sidespersons, adult Choir members,
Welcomers, refreshment helpers, servers and caretaker/cleaners. This
information will equip them to give information and support to
anyone who may approach them for help. More information about
Safeguarding will be provided later in the year.
Annual Report on 2020 – Response to COVID-19
An Annual report is produced each year on the life and work of the
parish during the previous year, accompanied by a summary leaflet,
both with illustrative photographs.
The PCC agreed that the 2020 Report will focus on how All Saints’
responded to the effects of the Covid-19 virus. Many activities
stopped and others, particularly services, were changed, examples
being live streaming of services and morning prayer, with meetings
being conducted by Zoom. Contact and mutual support between
parishioners was maintained by telephone. Despite the problems,
much has been achieved, including new altar frontals and the new
garden gates.
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Future Fundraising
The Social and Fundraising Committee is considering ideas
for fundraising during 2021, to provide new sources of income and
also fun activities, while also investigating with the Buildings
Committee opportunities for obtaining grant funding for parish
projects.
Buildings Matters
The Buildings Committee is pursuing projects including a ramp for
wheelchair access between the south and north aisles, improved
security lighting around the Church Hall, restoration of the Church
turret clock faces, fitting closers to the Church Memorial Doors, a
plaque to acknowledge contributors to those doors and a programme
of improvements to the Church Hall (with the Hall Committee).
New History of All Saints’ Church
The PCC supported a proposal by John Galloway to produce a new
history of the Church to update the version produced in the 1980s. It
appointed the following volunteers to a sub-committee to work on it:
Sam Beard, Shirley Ford, John Galloway, Sam Jones, Revd. Miriam,
Janet Martin, Andrew Nobbs and Ann Palmer. Anyone who has
information they think should be included should speak to one of
them.
Chris Fagan, PCC Secretary
*******************************************************

Parish Register and Records

FUNERALS
8th January 2021

Betty Ellen DRURY aged 88 years

11th January 2021

Ethel Margaret HOBBS aged 100 years

21st January 2021

Christine Mary Atherton LEIGH aged 89
years

25th January 2021

Maurice Stanley BAKER aged 88 years
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Morning Prayer Psalm and Bible Readings for
February 2021
Date

Psalm

Reading

Monday
February 1st
Tuesday
February 2nd
Wednesday
February 3rd
Thursday
February 4th
Friday
February 5th
Saturday
February 6th
Sunday
February 7th
Monday
February 8th
Tuesday
February 9th
Wednesday
February 10th
Thursday
February 11th
Friday
February 12th
Saturday
February 13th
Sunday
February 14th

1

1 Corinthians 12
v 12-end
1 Corinthians 13

5
14
15
19
23
104
v 26-end
30
36
34
37
31
42
50
v 1-6
6

1 Corinthians 14
v1-19
1 Corinthians 14
v20-end
1 Corinthians 16
v1-9
1 Corinthians 16
v10 -end
John 1
v1-14
John 19
v1-16
John 19
v17-30
John 19
v31-end
John 20
v1-10
John 20
v11-18
John 20
v19-end
Mark 9
v2-9

Date

Psalm

Reading

Monday
February 15th
Tuesday
February 16th
Wednesday
February 17th
Ash Wednesday
Thursday
February 18th
Friday
February 19th
Saturday
February 20th
Sunday
February 21st
Monday
February 22nd
Tuesday
February 23rd
Wednesday
February 24th
Thursday
February 25th
Friday
February 26th
Saturday
February 27th
Sunday
February 28th

44

John 3
v1-21
John 3
v22-end
1 Timothy 6
v6-19

48
38
77
3
71
25
v1-9
11
44
6
42
22
63
105
v1-6, 37-end

7

John 4
v1-6
John 4
v27-42
John 4
v43-end
Mark 1
v9-15
John 5
v1-18
John 5
v19-29
John 5
v30-end
6
v1-15
John 6
v16-27
John 6
v27-40
Mark 8
v31-end

It Truly Comes To Something
It truly comes to something
When the object of your dreams
Is a mug of steaming
coffee
And a couple of
custard creams.

For many years
Corona
Meant lemonade
and pop
To gather up the empties
Claim deposits from the shop.

It truly comes to something
When you go out for one hour
But now its jolly freezing
And the greyness makes you
glower.

A pocket money supplement
To go and spend on sweets
Sadly, they are not ESSENTIAL
So just get off the streets!
Wear
your
mask

It truly comes to something
When you meet up in your
bubble
Which once was made from spit
with lips
But that would now cause
trouble.

Wash your hands
Your jab will soon be available
Trot along and have the “scratch”
Then friends can sit at your table.

It truly comes to something
When you have to socially
distance
You’re not allowed to kiss or hug
Or see grandchildren, for
instance.

The upsides are not many
I think you’ll all agree
So put a hat and coat on
And go and hug a tree.

It’s just about the only thing
It truly comes to something
That you’re allowed to
When the rhymings are so lame hug
Contrived, nonsensical, ridiculous But take great care
Well, Corona is to blame.
before you do
8

It won’t know that you’re sorry
It won’t know if you care
It just will limp away and think
What a funny looking bear!

The doctors and the nurses
They’ve toiled and striven
mightily
Amid some dreadful curses.

Together we WILL beat this
There’s no way it will win
If all else fails we’ll trap it
And drown it in pink gin!

Let’s not forget, however
We must all do our bit
So stay safe back indoors right
now
Although things are so RUBBISH!

Well done to all
those scientists

Sheila Gilbert

*******************************************
Social and Fundraising Committee Diary
Despite all the challenges that are still preventing us from holding
any fundraising events in the near future, the Social & Fundraising
Committee is meeting regularly to look at some possible events
which we hope to hold when restrictions allow us to do so.
Something which we have decided to do is produce an All Saints’
calendar to sell at the Christmas Market featuring photographs which
showcase all that is wonderful about living in Croxley Green, so we
have decided to hold a competition to find the best 12 photographs
which we can then use for the calendar.
Full details of how to enter the competition will be announced later in
the year but, in the meantime, why not start taking some photographs
while you are out and about in Croxley Green? Or maybe you already
have some that you have taken during your lockdown walks?
The subjects could be nature, wildlife, local scenes or places or
anything else that takes your interest.
Happy snapping!
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February Prayer Diary
Date

In our Church Family

1st

Phil and Linda Hobbs

2nd

Val Hunt

3rd

Valerie Kendle

4th

Margaret and Roger Kircher

5th

Karen, Paul, Amelia and Olivia Jarvis

6th

Carly, Paul, Lucas and Oliver Johnson

7th

Sam, Simon, Carys and Nerys Jones

8th

Anni and Tom Lowery

9th

Lorraine, Nigel and Isobel McCobb

10th

Jean McLaughlin

11th

Sue and Roger McKeague

12th

James McShane

13th

Gill and Brian Main
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14th

Jude, Yin and Alex Man

15th

Jane, Ed, Joseph and Ben Manning

16th

Janet, Graham, Zoe and Samantha Martin

17th

Miriam and Rao Mugan

18th

Judith and David Muir

19th

Valerie and Michael Murray

20th

Faith Nasir

21st

Sheila Newman

22nd

Andrew Nobbs

23rd

Anne and Chris Oke

24th

Margaret and Dick Paddick

25th

Ann and Lyndon Palmer

26th

Francesca Sams

27th

Wendy Shafe

28th

Dorothy Sims

11

A Funny Thing Happened............Part 2
I ended my December article with an account of a Service of Baptism
in the Peruvian High Andes and looking back over the years, it seems
that there have been many humorous or dramatic events that have
been connected to this religious ‘rite of passage’.
The Baptismal Font at All Saints’ Church does represent safety and
stability. Nothing, it seems, can go wrong. Maybe some unfortunate
Vicar has dropped an infant into the Font at some time, but I have yet
to hear about it. On the other hand, when engaging in my own
tradition of Baptism by Immersion, a lot can go wrong and often
does. Whenever you have a large tank of water (usually 8 feet by 4
feet and about 4 foot deep) and add to that a crowd of people, seated
close-by, the scene is set for a situation that could easily be included
in the TV programme of things going wrong ‘It’ll be alright on the
night’. When something does go wrong, there is a delicate balance
between the solemnity of the occasion and outright hilarity. This type
of ‘baptistry’ is located under the floor and covered by a secure lid
and a carpet.
I should mention here that almost all Evangelical Churches (and a
number of Anglican ones) practice Baptism by Immersion for adults.
Other churches offer both, Baptism by Immersion for believing adults
and a Baptism for children in the form of a Christening / Dedication,
taking a form similar to the Anglican tradition. These procedural/
doctrinal differences used to worry me a great deal, but my travels
throughout have brought with it a spirit of tolerance towards people
who offer a different routine for ‘doing church’ and I could almost
say that nothing surprises me anymore. Perpetual arguments over
procedure divert us from our real task,The Great Commission, of
making Christ known. Around the world, I have attended and often
officiated at baptismal ceremonies in varied situation. As well as in a
church buildings, this has included dammed up streams, rivers, lakes,
bathtubs, and also in the sea. I can promise you that the Baltic Sea, in
March, is not recommended. This from someone who has ‘been there
and done that’.
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I remember as a young boy aged around 10 attending a baptismal
service at my father’s church in Yorkshire. Of course, at that age,
together with my peers, we longed for something to go wrong. On
such occasions someone would be allocated to hand a towel to the
person emerging from the water and would assist them in ascending
the steps. This day, it was a formidable lady who wore a large hat. As
she handed the towel to the person ascending the steps, she slipped
and fell, both on the candidate and on my father causing an
impromptu melee, with all three trying to escape. Eventually, order
was restored and the only item left bobbing on the surface of the
water was the large hat.
On a Wednesday evening in the 90’s, I arrived in the small town of
Rural Retreat, Virginia, to speak at their evening service. The town
had a population of about 1,000, so any visitor from the UK would be
akin to a man from outer space and would draw a crowd. The church
was a simple wooden building, seating about 100. The local pastor
recounted to me an event during a baptismal service a couple of
weeks previously. They insist that candidates for baptism wear long
white robes and as they have no rooms suitable for changing they
have developed a system of two curtained booths, next to the
baptistry. On this occasions there were just two candidates, one male
and one female, the man was baptised without incident, but as the
woman took the first of three steps down into the tank, she became
unsteady and grabbed for some support, which was the hanging
curtains screening the dressing room. The whole structure of rails and
curtains collapsed, revealing the male candidate, in the process of
towelling himself – the rest is left to the imagination of the reader.
Picture the scene. A lake in a birch forest, in Southern Belarus on a
balmy spring day, the birds were in full song, it was quite idyllic. We
were baptising about 20 new converts,with around 100 onlookers and
all went well. When I and my 3 helpers came out of the waist-deep
water, I noticed a metal sign that had fallen down and lay in the long
grass. It had a graphic depiction of a fierce looking snake with some
writing in Russian. OK – I shouldn’t have asked what it said, but I
did. It warned against using the lake, due to nuclear contamination. I
realised then that we were about 50 miles from the border with
Ukraine and a further 50 miles or so would have got us to Chernobyl
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where the nuclear disaster had happened one year previously in 1986.
That is why you will often see my nose glowing fluorescent green in
the twilight.
Perhaps one of the most unusual situations happened in Pristina,
Kosovo, during their war with the Serbs in the late 90’s. I made many
visits to Pristina and other parts of former Yugoslavia, helping
churches through the 80’s and 90’s. Christianity was at a low ebb
due to the fact that the whole region south of Belgrade was under
Turkish occupation until the beginning of the 19th century, then
under Communist control after the second World War, leaving behind
a spiritual desert.
We may have planted the first viable Christian Community in the
early 90’s since the Apostle Paul preached there (Illyricum) 2,000
years ago. It was when the Serbs attempted to subdue the Albanianspeaking majority that the phrase ‘Ethnic Cleansing’ first appeared.
Many thousands fled into surrounding countries where we sought to
help them with food and medicine. The two young church leaders in
Pristina, at great personal risk, decided to stay and take care of their
people as best they could. This was against the backdrop of the
Serbian army searching for any Albanian-speaking men of military
age and incarcerating them. The church had a well hidden baptismal
tank, so that is where they lived during the daytime for 3 months.
The building was searched many times, but the soldiers, mainly of
Orthodox or Atheistic conviction, could not conceive that any church
would have such a baptismal facility, so our two young leaders were
able to dodge the curfew and collect food from church families
before retreating to their hiding place. Incidentally, the first person
they met when the war ended was the singer James Blunt, who
captained a group of British Army Tanks.
My final Baptismal oddity concerns a group of young people who
were part of a thriving church in the far North of Russia, who, despite
much oppression from the harsh Communist regime, continued to
grow in number. At that time, it was the law that no person under the
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age of 18 could be baptised, as such an act demonstrated a higher
loyalty than that to the state. The young people in this church were
determined to follow the example of Jesus and be baptised whatever
the reprisals. They met at a river, outside the city and simply baptised
each other. Unfortunately, someone had informed the police about
their intention. The police arrived and proceeded to arrest about 20 of
them for holding an illegal meeting (at this time, prescribed and
controlled meetings were permitted in the registered church building,
but no Christian expression was allowed outside).
Next day, the Magistrate sentenced them to 3 months in prison and
the authorities made sure that they were placed in cells with hard
criminals. Over the next days, the prison staff became increasingly
aware of a change in the prison atmosphere, violence was at an all
time low and respect for staff was at an all time high. This was
attributed to the influence of the young people from the church and it
was later discovered that in all the cells where they had been placed
there were men and women who had turned to Christ through the
witness and testimony of the young teens. The political authorities
were disturbed by the influence they were having and they released
them after one month. A couple of years later, I was able to visit this
church and the prison, and was told by the Governor that he was
permitting visits by his former inmates and that their influence for
good was being continued and I found that former convicts were
attending the church.
‘’A FUNNY THING HAPPENED’’ will continue – maybe I will
approach it from one of my favourite subjects – FOOD.
Ron Hibbert

CONGRATULATIONS to Reg Dee who
celebrated his 90th birthday on 22nd January. We
send our best wishes and hope he had a lovely day.
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It Seemed Like A Good Idea
Trevor missed his motorbike. He had sold it a couple of years
previously saying it was a younger man’s toy (sorry, hobby) and that
his particular one had become too heavy and tricky to manoeuvre.
Over the last few years, I had convinced myself that I badly wanted a
dog. A dachshund to be precise. In fact, a miniature, long haired
dachshund to be very precise. Our son and his family have one Yoyo - and I absolutely adore him. Trevor loves him too but I have
taken that fondness to a whole new level.
At the moment of reading this article there may appear to be no link
whatsoever between the first two paragraphs …….but read on.
Early on in Lockdown - the March 2020 one - I heard, ‘I really miss
my bike.’
‘Well, do something about it then,’ was my response.
There was surely no better social distancing and personal bubble that
a full-face visor motor cycle helmet and vehicle can provide.
He did exactly that and, aided and abetted by our elder son, he
located a highly suitable, lighter weight motorbike. Not only that but
the garage was not too far away, was open by appointment and most
importantly to me, the bike was chrome, gold and pillar-box red!
Result!
Several appointments and garage visits later, Trevor was the
delighted owner of BMW 310 GS.
Then came the comment I truly had not expected.
‘I guess I can’t really object to you having a dog, now, can I?’
Wow, where did that come from?
Dog owning for the Gilbert seniors had often been the topic of
conversation at our home and much as I deeply wished for a
dachshund, I also understood that along with being a great source of
fun and love, the experience would also bring at times heartache and
loss of spontaneity in our daily lives. Were we up to it for the long
term? Reluctantly, we always came to the conclusion that it was not
right at that particular time. But during a weak moment in Lockdown
the sequence of events unfurled as follows.
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On finishing a tutoring session in the garage (doors open both ends),
a friend went by with her two dogs. We got chatting at a distance as
you do and I casually mentioned the whole dog thing. She said that
she knew a man who knew a lady who was a very reputable dog
breeder. Moreover, she was a dachshund breeder!
Yes, you are now probably ahead of me in this account.
June 20th was the day we were on our way to Godstone to check out
a little dog who was available to be re-homed. In fairness, Christine
had a wonderful reputation in the doggy world and young Toby
already had 2 rosettes for 3rd place in the ‘under ones’ at Crufts 2019.
What more could we have wished for?
Postcode safely in the SatNav, we arrived in good time at the address.
Driving down the Estate path we passed the lodge, stables, holiday
cottages and a horse exercising contraption that would take four
animals at a time. At the end was a stone cottage, in a garden which
was in a big field adjacent to woods.
At the time, apparently, Trev fleetingly thought, ‘What a place to
live!’
That should have been Warning Number One.
On site were two litters of puppies
and roughly a dozen adult
dachshunds including Toby. All we
could hear was the most amazing
cacophony of barking and shouting
and then Toby and a little friend
appeared, intent on uttering verbal
abuse at the tops of their voices.
Toby was exquisite, noble and very squirmy and I instantly fell in
love. It was as simple as that.
He walked beautifully with Trevor and reluctantly with me.
Something to be worked on, I mused to myself.
But that should have been Warning Number Two!
Long discussions ensued re likes, dislikes, sleeping and toilet habits
etc. and the deal was done.
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Paperwork exchanged
Money exchanged
Goodbyes were said
Off we went
Christine cried.
The next few days were interesting to say the least. We knew that
time was needed on both sides for adjustments but honestly!
Although he was two years old, he didn’t seem to get what his name
was or what was to be done when he heard it.
Perhaps he was deaf. Mmmmm - right?
Neither did he get the idea of going into the garden at frequent
intervals to relieve himself.
I tried to imagine how life would have been for him back at the
cottage when he was let out with all the others so we went for ‘out
you go Boys’, but that was also fruitless.
He just adored Trevor but merely tolerated me. Not that I was sore
about that or anything! He would sit on my lap if Trev was out of the
room but stared wistfully at the door until his return.
We took him on our trip to Hughenden Manor. Talk about ‘to the
manor born’. He stood and took all of the admiration, fuss, amazing
comments and petting from old and young alike and this warm glow
overcame me.
But in truth, back at home, life was a bit of a nightmare.
On reflection, we think he decided from minute one of being away
from Christine and his doggy mates that the sole aim in life was TO
GET BACK TO GODSTONE.
We, of course, persevered, but on one occasion he went 36 hours
between wees. He totally ran rings round us and yet we had thought
we were ‘quite good with dogs.’ His dogged determination to be noncompliant was just astonishing, but this was not how we had planned
matters and sleep was being lost.
Quite simply, I believe we can offer a lovely, loving home but there
are noisy roads in Croxley and we are just a couple and that cannot
ever match the fun and mischief to be had with a gang of doggies in a
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garden, in a field, by a wood.
I guess it’s pretty obvious what the next step was.
We were not the forever mummy and daddy for Toby.
Leaden-hearted, we phoned Christine and drove back to Godstone the
next afternoon. The decision was made.
Paperwork was exchanged
Money was exchanged
Goodbyes were said
Off we went
I cried……..BUCKETS
We both learned massive lessons during that time, mostly very
painful ones. We had grown very fond of the little fella and felt
somewhat ashamed that we had imagined he would prefer our
lifestyle to the one on offer with Christine and the gang.
She had taken him from our arms and popped him over the fence into
the middle of a writhing mass of delighted dachshunds. All were his
friends and oh so thrilled to get him back. When they had finished
writhing, they all started shouting at us, including Toby. There’s
gratitude!
At that moment we both knew it was absolutely the right thing to
have done.
Fortunately, we have many photos of him during his brief holiday
with us and they are looked at most days with fondness and love. I
know we made a good decision to return him as I fear matters would
not have gone well for him or us in the
long run.
Overall, we tried to change the lifestyle
of a well-established dog and he was
totally NOT for changing!! In fact, we
were out-witted and out-manoeuvred by
a two year old miniature, long haired
dachshund who looked like butter
would not melt in his mouth!
Quite right, we say.

Sheila Gilbert
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It’s amazing what you can find out
walking in Croxley
Just after Christmas, I was invited to go for a walk
along The Ebury Way to search for something that
was being talked about but I had not heard about.
Being quite curious by nature, I had to find out
what was going on.
Like so many people, I have taken to walking a lot more around and
about Croxley over the past months. Having been brought up in
Croxley Green I spent my childhood down the Woods and along the
River Chess with my brothers and friends and thought I knew the
area pretty well but these more recent walks have taken me down
paths I have never walked before...The Ebury Way being one of
them.
Just after Christmas it was quite chilly
and walking across the Moor to join
the Ebury Way was very cold indeed.
We carried on walking and finally,
under one of the railway bridges, we
found what we were looking for. We
were so glad we had made the effort.
Some people have said it is ‘Croxley’s
own Banksy’ others have referred to it
as graffiti but most who have seen it
have just been truly amazed.
I was so excited and amazed by it that
I told another walking buddy about it
the next day. Within half an hour, we
had met up at the station and I was off
to find ‘George’ again.
The photo really does not do the artwork justice. It is so big and the
detail is truly amazing. If you have not been along The Ebury Way
and found this, I urge you to make the effort…but be careful of the
mud!
Wendy Shafe
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CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST
M.Inst.Ch.P. – HCPC Registered
Advice and Care on all Foot Problems
Clean Sterile Environment
Long Established Practitioner
Recognised by Insurance Companies
Free On-Site Parking
Ground Floor Access
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Mary Devine
Devine Feet Ltd
43, Beechcroft Avenue,
Croxley Green WD3 3EG
01923 25 16 25
www.devinefeet.co.uk

Fun!

Friendly!

LINE DANCE
Classes
FOR IMPROVERS & INTERMEDIATES
At All Saints’ Church Hall,
Croxley Green WD3 3HJ
EVERY WEDNESDAY 1.15pm-3.15pm

£6 per person • • • George and Barbara • • • 01923 778187
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A Walk for February 2021
“A familiar walk is etched on the heart, a ragged line one can retrace
in good times, and bad, in both reality and the imagination.” (Robert
Macfarlane)
During the last 10 months of this pandemic, walking has taken an
unexpectedly important place in many of our lives. Miriam, in her
reflections recently at the beginning of this New Year, wondered what
we will be carrying on into the future from these strange times.
One striking paradox of the many lockdowns is that while we are all
too often glued to our screens, our laptops and our phones it’s also
the case that for many we’ve embraced the chance to walk, wander,
tramp, or stride out, often on a daily basis, around Croxley Green; to
get out of the house, clear the head, keep fit, have some quiet time
and to notice how beautiful the natural world is around us.
I hope it will be one of the habits we carry on with when better times
return. Often we see friends and neighbours when we are out
walking, and can offer a cheery hello, which if we are driving in our
cars is not possible. It also gives us a chance to slow down and be in
the moment.
Here is a local walk for February
By February, it is already noticeable that the days are becoming
longer again, and sunset is now nearer five o’clock than four o’clock.
Hooray!
Do wear good walking shoes or even wellies as it may still be very
wet and muddy in places. I did this walk in mid-January, and
probably won’t do it again until we have some better weather to give
the ground a chance to dry.
Walk up to the top of the Green. Continue along Little Green Lane,
past Killingdown Farm, until you come to the cottages. Then follow
the lane round to the left and carry on straight down the path past
Little Waterdell House. It becomes very narrow at the end but soon
comes out in to the fields behind. Turn right here and follow the foot
path round through the fields until you come to another narrow little
path through some woods which brings you out to a place where you
have a choice of where to walk next. I suggest you turn right here and
follow the footpath until you come to a field where the path through
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fields takes you down to
Rousebarn Lane. The views from
here
are
quite
extensive,
particularly in the winter when the
trees are bare. There is one
magnificent tree (an oak I think)
which stands majestically alone in
the field on your right. At the
bottom of the field go through the
kissing gate and straight across the
lane into Whippendell Woods. Turn immediately left along a little
path. This brings you out in a short while to a place where you have
three choices of where to go next. I suggest you take the left hand
perimeter path and walk up the slope, parallel to Rousebarn Lane, all
the way until you get to the end of the path. Cross over the lane into
Harrock’s Wood, and follow the path straight ahead. Walk all the way
to the end of this path bearing slightly left at the end where you will
see two gates through to a narrow path. Keep walking along this path,
and then through another gate at the end, past the back of York House
School. (If you are lucky you might see the delightful Shetland pony,
called Winston, in a field on your right.) Keep heading straight on
until you meet Sarratt Road. Here turn left down Little Green Lane
and you end up back at Waterdell House having done a circular walk.
It should take roughly one and a half hours.
Enjoy!
Shelagh Booth
********************************************************

Smile Lines

from Parish Pump

Portrait
A primary teacher was observing her classroom of children while
they were drawing. As she got to one little girl who was working
diligently, she asked what the drawing was. The girl replied, “I’m
drawing God.”
The teacher blinked: “But no one knows what God looks like.”
Without missing a beat, or looking up from her drawing, the girl
replied, “They will in a minute.” 23

New Altar Frontals
I am delighted to share with you that we have two new altar frontals
for the small altar that used to be at the back on the Church but has
now been moved to the front of the Church in the Lady Chapel.
The frontals were donated by the families of Doris Cann and Lorna
Mellor.
Doris Cann’s frontal is green with the
Croxley Cross prominently in the middle.
The gentle ripple effects of the colours
flowing out of the cross symbolise the
gentle love of Jesus that always flows out
to us. It also reminds us of Doris’ gentle but
deep faith and personality. A member of the
home groups and the Mothers’ Union, Doris’ gentle presence always
brought a sense of calm.
Lorna’s frontal, on a white background, also features the Croxley
Cross within a stained glass window effect. The colours of the
stained glass effect perhaps reflects the rich tapestry of life with the
brighter colours representing times of joy and happiness, and the
darker colours reflecting some of the more challenging times we
face in life. When viewed as a whole, the colours, both light and
dark, are a vision of beauty and hope. In addition to the stained glass
effect are some images of some of the things that
Lorna was very involved in here at All Saints’.
There is the Mothers’ Union image, reflecting
Lorna’s involvement as a member, Branch
Secretary, Branch Leader and Branch Treasurer
over the years. The tea cup and cake refer to the
Social Club that Lorna ran for many years as well
as her involvement in the Social Committee. The
open book reminds us of Lorna’s deep faith and the
poppy reflects her involvement with the ATS during the War and
also the memory that she always carried of her brother who lost his
life while on active service. Every year, Lorna would buy a small
wooden cross with a poppy to place in the Church Garden of Rest in
his memory.
We are hugely grateful to Lorna’s and Doris’ family for these
beautiful tributes in memory of their mums. Our grateful thanks also
to Yvonne Bell who designed and made these frontals for us .
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All Saints’ Church Hall for Hire
An ideal venue for
parties, sales, quiz nights, dinners, dance and drama.
Details are on our website
www.croxleygreenallsaints.org
Hourly rates for single bookings;
Hall £25
Hall plus kitchen £30
Committee Room £10 Committee Room plus kitchen £15
Kitchen alone £15
Generous discounts for All Saints’ congregation and weekly hirers

Enquiries to:
email hall@croxleygreenallsaints.org
or phone 01923 772109 Tues—Fri 9am—12noon

Graham Spendlove MCFHP, MAHFP
qualified foot health professional
TOE-TAL FOOTCARE
for all the family.

For the treatment of corns, callus, ingrown or thickened
nails, nail trimming and other complaints.
For an appointment that will last between 40 minutes and
1 hour at a cost of £30 in your own home
at a time to suit you.
Book now on 07799 033974
grahamspendlove@yahoo.co.uk
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JAMES PEDDLE LTD

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS
James Peddle is still independently owned and managed.
They pride themselves on giving a caring and
understanding 24 hour personal service.
Home arrangements by appointment
Golden Charter Pre-payment Plans
Probate Advisory Service
10 Moneyhill Parade
Uxbridge Road
Rickmansworth
HERTS WD3 2BE
(01923) 772013

172 New Road
Croxley Green
Rickmansworth
HERTS WD3 3HD
(01923) 775013

51 Lower Road
Chorleywood
HERTS
WD3 5LQ
(01923) 286102

(24 hour service)

Rainbow Cottage Catering
Do you need catering for a party?
Hot or cold meals prepared for you for any occasion including
birthdays, Christenings, weddings, funerals, afternoon tea or just a
‘get together’
Great food, good prices, friendly service!

...and Cakes too !

Large and small cakes for all occasions,
including gluten-free or dairy-free.
Also a wide range of homemade jams, chutneys and other preserves.
Call Janet Martin on 01923 774514 or Wendy Shafe on 01923 441638
for more details

27

MAGAZINE EDITORIAL TEAM
Wendy Shafe
Janet Martin
Shelagh Booth

441638
774514
779932

Please e-mail contributions to magazine@croxleygreenallsaints.org
by the copy dates below. If you have any queries, please contact one
of the team above. Thank you.
Final copy date:

13th February
15th March

for
for

March
April

MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTOR: Fran Bennett
This month's cover is a design from Parish Pump
Acknowledgement
Unless otherwise stated, pictures are taken from Parish Pump or else they
are produced by members of the magazine team.
We encourage articles from a wide range of contributors and the
opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the editors.
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Choir :

Sarah Guest, Anne Oke and
Sam Beard

Hall Bookings:

hall@croxleygreenallsaints.org
Tel: 772109

Electoral Roll Officer:
Chris Fagan

Tel: 720319

Planned Giving Officer:
Janet Martin

Tel: 774514

Youth Group:
Revd. Canon Miriam

Tel: 772109

Parent and Toddler Club Contacts:
Monday:
Jane Bates

Tel: 492890

Thursday:

contact through the Parish Office

Guides, Brownies and Rainbows:
Contact

girlguiding.croxley@gmail.com

Badminton/Games Group
Chris Oke

Tel:220782

Email:office@croxleygreenallsaints.org
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