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April 2021
Revd. Canon Miriam writes:
Dear Friends
Happy Easter!
‘But we had hoped…..’ Luke 24 v21
In the aftermath of the crucifixion and death of Jesus, two disciples
were walking away from Jerusalem towards Emmaus. Disappointed,
downcast, bereaved, afraid and confused they welcomed the one who
asked if he could walk with them and as they journeyed together they
poured out all that had happened to the stranger walking with them.
All their pain and hurt and confusion. All their hopes that had
seemingly been dashed. ‘But we had hoped that he was the one to
redeem Israel’ Life for the disciples and followers of Jesus had
changed and at this point no-one could imagine how incredible or
how life changing, enriching and empowering that change would be.
But we know what happened, we know that Jesus rose victoriously
from death, we know that the disciples, blessed by the power of the
Holy Spirit took the gospel message into all of the world. What
followed was more than those two followers of Jesus could have
hoped for or even dreamt of.
Easter, when we celebrate Jesus’ great triumph over death, reignites,
reinforces, reinstates and reinvigorates our journey of faith and gives
us new hope and a new energy to serve him as individuals and as a
church community.
It is such a joy that we are back worshipping together in Church. We
are required, and rightly so, to adhere to both Government and
Church of England guidelines to ensure the safety of those attending
and that any possible risk of Covid transmission is kept as low as
possible. This means that we maintain social distancing, sanitise our
hands on entry, wear face coverings, and limit social contact. As I
type this letter in mid March, we are still not allowed to sing or have
a choir.
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This is probably not what you had hoped for. You might think ‘what
is the point of going back to Church if we cannot worship in the way
we used to?’ I know that it is difficult to adapt to these changes. I
know that for many of you, worshipping God through singing the
hymns and songs is an important part of your worship. But we need
to journey forward, trusting that God will help us to overcome these
hurdles and continue to touch us and enrich us in different, perhaps as
yet unknown, ways. When we come together to worship God we are
coming together as the body of Christ bringing our gifts and skills,
our hopes and dreams, our joys and sorrows; we come just as we are
the people who God has created and called us to be. Times of praying
together, being together, laughing together, weeping together, sharing
together in the love and presence of God will always draw us closer
to Him and each other. So please do come and worship with us if you
are able to. We will continue to livestream the services for those
unable to attend.
We have learnt a lot about ourselves as we have experienced different
ways of worship both on line and in person over the last year. Some
of this learning has been really positive, some more challenging. As
we look ahead to the summer and moving forward we need to
explore what this experience has meant for us as a worshipping and
witnessing community.
In a time when people have lost hope and experienced so much
uncertainty and despair, sickness and bereavement, many are left
reflecting on the life beyond the here and now, life beyond the
materialistic and busy, life beyond the sphere of ‘me and the bubble
of my own world’ and looking for life that has more meaning and
purpose. How can we as a church community reach out and bring
new hope to people? How do we ensure what we do is relevant and
engaging enough to support people in their personal explorations and
revive hope? What can we do differently to engage with people
‘where they are’? These are just some of the questions and thinking
that is engaging not only us here at All Saints’ but church leaders
across the country. It is both challenging and exciting.
To help us in our thinking and planning for the future, and to enable
everyone to contribute, we are planning a Parish Day, open to all
members of the congregation on Saturday 3rd July. We are very
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fortunate that Reverend Kate Peacock, who is Assistant Director of
Mission and Ministry and leads the Flourishing Churches Team in
our Diocese will be joining us to facilitate our discussions and
planning. Please put this date in your diary and commit yourself to
attending, your thoughts and views are so important because YOU
are an essential part of the body of Christ, our church community
here at All Saints’.
The disciples on the road to Emmaus said ‘But we had hoped’. In
encountering Jesus, their doubts were cast aside, their hope restored
but not to the old ways of thinking but to a new way forward and an
attitude of ‘we have hope’. May we too journey forward with the trust
and commitment as Christians who have hope, and in that hope have
a renewed confidence in God’s amazing presence and will.
I leave you with these encouraging and exciting words from Isaiah
40:
But those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will
soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will
walk and not be faint
With my love and prayers
Miriam

*******************************************
Parish Register and Records
FUNERALS
25th March 2021

Allan Arthur HERBERT
aged 80 years

********************************************************

Announcement

Congratulations to Anne and Chris Oke on the birth
of their 4th grandchild, Spencer William Oke a brother
for George and son for Jonathan and Lisa.
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Holy Week Services
From 29th March

Morning Prayer with Short Reflection 8am

Each morning from Monday – Saturday Live streamed

Just Come and Be 7.30pm

Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday
finishing with Compline at 8.15pm Live streamed

Maundy Thursday 7.30pm

Holy Communion and Watch
Service in Church and Live streamed

Good Friday 1.45pm Masks
Guided Reflections

Holy Saturday 7.30pm The Darkest Night

Readings with Taize chants
around the fire in the Church garden (inside if wet)
Please dress appropriately

Easter Sunday 9.45am Jesus is Risen!

Service of Celebration and Holy Communion
in Church and Live streamed

EVERYONE IS WELCOME AT ALL OF THESE
SERVICES
To access livestream services go to our
Facebook page: all saints church croxley green
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Promoting a Safer Church

Churches are Open to All and We Welcome all People
to All Saints’ Church.
Our mission as Christians is to be open and welcoming, to invite
people to a place where people can come to explore, discover and
develop their faith. We have or are on the cusp of re-opening our
church and this is a timely moment to consider what this means in
terms of being a safe church.
Such a place is where someone who has had a tough time in life
might want to seek help. They may have a long held secret, or may be
currently suffering some form of abuse, or have a concern about an
incident in the church setting. Among caring people, they might feel
safe enough or just desperate to share their story with someone.
As Christians, we care about others. Each one of us needs to be
mindful of the needs of others. If someone ....before or after the
service, or over a coffee in the church hall, or if a parishioner or
member of the congregation, having met you in the street....shares
something that seriously concerns you regarding that person’s or
another person’s well-being or safety, what would you do?
As your designated Parish Safeguarding Officer, I have received
Leadership training on how to ensure we have healthy safeguarding
practice at All Saints’ and to know the steps that must be taken should
a concern arise. Miriam our Vicar has also received training and can
also be contacted regarding safeguarding matters. Training has been
undertaken by all members of the PCC and leaders of church groups
which provides us with an awareness of how to respond – to listen
with care and report to the Safeguarding Officer in confidence, but
not to give advice.
Sadly, because Churches are viewed as full of kind, trusting people....
and because of the very nature of our openness, our willingness to
help others and to trust others - this ‘open’ door has been exploited in
the past and can be abused today. If you were ever concerned about
the behaviour of someone towards you or to another, what would you
do?
Again, you are asked to report such concerns to me or Miriam
immediately. We would refer them to the Diocesan Safeguarding
Officer for direction, or to the correct agency if of urgent concern.
This is all about providing a safe and caring place for all, so let’s do it
to the best of our ability.
Anne Oke
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Morning Prayer Psalm and Bible Readings
April 2021
Date

Psalm

Reading

Thursday April 1st
Maundy Thursday
Friday April 2nd
Good Friday
Saturday April 3rd
Easter Eve
Sunday April 4th
Easter Day
Monday
April 5th
Tuesday
April 6th
Wednesday
April 7th
Thursday
April 8th
Friday
April 9th
Saturday
April 10th
Sunday
April 11th
Monday
April 12th
Tuesday
April 13th
Wednesday
April 14th

116 v 9-end
22 v 1-11

John 13 v 1-17, 31b-35
Luke 23 v 1-47 Penitent

142

Luke 23 v 50-56

118 v 14-24

John 20 v 1-18

111

Mark 16 v 1-8

112

Luke 24 v 1-12

113

Matthew 26 v 16-end

114

Luke 7 v 11-17

115

Luke 8 v 41-end

116

John 11 v 17-44

133

John 20 v 19-end

19

John 20 v 1-10

8

John 20 v 11-18

30

John 20 v 19-end
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Date

Psalm

Reading

Thursday
April 15th
Friday
April 16th
Saturday
April 17th
Sunday
April 18th
Monday
April 19th
Tuesday
April 20th
Wednesday
April 21st
Thursday
April 22nd
Friday April 23rd
St George
Saturday
April 24th
Sunday
April 25th
Monday April 26th
Mark the
Evangelist
Tuesday
April 27th
Wednesday
April 28th
Thursday
April 29th
Friday
April 30th

28

John 21 v 1-14

61

John 21 v 15-19

84

John 21 v 20 -end

4

Luke 24 v 36b-48

96

Ephesians 1 v 1-14

98

Ephesians 1 v 15-end

105

Ephesians 2 v 1-10

136

Ephesians 2 v 11-end

5

Ephesians 6 v 10-20

110

Ephesians 3 v 14-end

23

John 10 v 11-18

148

Acts 12 v 25- 13 v 13

139

Ephesians 4 v 17-end

135

Ephesians 5 v 1-14

118

Ephesians 5 v 15-end

33

Ephesians 6 v 1-9
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Report from the 4 March Parochial Church
Council Meeting
Safeguarding – Reporting of Serious incidents to the Charity
Commission
The PCC adopted a new template for reporting which follows Church
of England guidance. Reporting of Safeguarding Serious Incidents to
the Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser (DSA) to report to the
Commission has been delegated to a group, the Serious Incident
Reporting Trustees Group (SIR Group), comprising the Parish
Safeguarding Officer (Anne Oke), Vicar Miriam and one other PCC
member, currently Chris Fagan. If the DSA decides not to report, the
reasons must be agreed by the Parish SIR Group and recorded by the
PCC Secretary. Reporting of non-safeguarding Serious Incidents will
be for the Vicar or either of the Churchwardens.
Annual Report and Accounts 2020
The PCC received the Annual Report, which highlighted many ways
in which the Parish had responded to the challenges posed by the
Coronavirus pandemic and the Government’s restrictions. It adopted
the Annual Report for presentation to the Annual Parochial Church
Meeting (APCM) on 9 May. The Accounts were presented (as is
usual) before receipt of the report of the Independent Examiner. The
Accounts, which showed a final loss of £13,275 on the General Fund,
were adopted for presentation to the APCM subject to no material
changes being required following the Examiner’s report. The PCC
also passed a recommendation to the APCM to re-appoint Dot
Reynolds as the PCC’s Independent Examiner.
Finance Report For 2021 To Date
The 2021 accounts to the end of February showed a loss of £1,944.
This amount reflected the closure of the Hall for lettings. The deficit
would have been greater if the parish had not reduced its Parish Share
contribution to the Diocese during 2021. Offertory income remained
stable and £7,000 in donations have been received.
Change of Date For the Annual Meetings
To facilitate arrangements for the annual revision of the Electoral
Roll, the PCC agreed to postpone the date of the Annual Meeting of
Parishioners (which elects the Churchwardens) and the Annual
Parochial Church Meeting from Sunday 18 April until Sunday 9 May,
following the morning Communion Service.
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Hall Lettings
The PCC requested the Hall Committee to produce a list of children’s
activity groups which wished to use the Hall when it was re-opened
from 12 April 2021 with risk assessments submitted by prospective
hirers. The Hall Committee met on 9 March and produced a list of
children’s organisations which were emailed to all PCC members to
seek their approval.
Buildings Matters
Speaking ahead of the Buildings Committee meeting on 10 March,
John Galloway reported that the replacement double-glazed Hall
windows were due to be installed in mid-March. External grant
funding was being sought for the balance of funding for the ramp and
balustrade extension in the Church. Investigations were in hand on
redecoration of the Hall ceilings and on enhancement of the security
lighting around the Hall.
Chris Fagan, PCC Secretary

2022 celebrations
You may remember, back in September 2020, we celebrated 150
years since the laying of the foundation stone of the Church.
Next year, in June 2022, we will be celebrating 150 years since the
consecration of the Church. The Bishop will come and join us on
June 26th 2022 for a special service for us to remember this
important event so do put the date in your diary!
During 2022, we plan to host a variety of events to celebrate the life
and work of All Saints’ Church. A small group has been formed to
explore the variety of ways in which we could commemorate this
event. Lots of ideas are being considered including an exhibition
displaying the history of the Church and exciting fundraising social
events.
There will be a need for volunteers to get involved to help make these
events a success.
We would love you to be involved during the planning stage now, as
well as at the events on the day. We are keen to hear from you now
and how you might be able to help. It would be extremely useful for
some support with the historical project - is this something you could
commit to?
Please contact Miriam with your kind offers of help and support or
any ideas you may have to help us celebrate.
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Thoughts and Questions
I don’t know about all of you, but over the last year I’ve found myself
more frequently asking some deep and challenging questions which
I’m still no closer to answering. Questions that Christians and nonChristians have probably been asking. Young and old, alike.
Questions such as:
What’s it all about?
Why am I here?
What am I called to do/be?
What are my priorities the other side of all this?
For some, it’s been a time of frantically trying to occupy children in
between working and home-school and juggling to find 5 minutes
peace. For others, it’s been a time of solitude and loneliness longing
for company.
Either way, there have been many times, I’m sure, when we’ve all
sought the company of a steadfast rock, someone to seek comfort and
refuge in, someone that no matter what is always there for us,
whatever the time of day. That reassuring presence that only God can
offer.
It’s a constant frustration for some that they cannot hear the voice of
God more clearly when they ask for help and answers to these
burning questions, that they don’t feel they have the ears with which
to listen to that quiet whispering when others proclaim it guides all
they do. Only when we find that quiet within can we hear that almost
silent still small voice of God.
He holds the answers to all of our questions and will reveal them in
His time and on His schedule not ours. So it’s ok to ask those big
questions - but equally we need to recognise the answers aren’t
coming according to our agenda and they may well be unanswered
prayers for eternity.
So, as life slowly returns to a new normal, find time in the silence to
sit with God no matter how busy your day even if it’s just two
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minutes. All God wants is to be in relationship with us and a daily
commitment from us will deepen this union, and only in the silence
do we stand a chance of hearing the answers to our prayers.
My prayer for you is that of Paul in his letter to the Ephesians, that
through patience and persistence in prayer
“. . Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, rooted
and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the
holy ones what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to
know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be
filled with all the fullness of God.”
(Ephesians 3:17–19)
As we come out of lockdown, let’s not lose those insights we have
gained, however insignificant they may feel. All of us have learnt
something over the last year and we need to use them to sustain and
encourage us as we move into this next chapter.
Sam

The Crossroad
The road was hard, no turning back
The way ordained by mighty God,
‘Your will not mine’ was all He said
As humbly down that path He trod.

This promise now is for us all
Christ gave His life to set us free,
The cross divides, it always will –
The question is: what side are we?

The crowd that cheered Him once
By Megan Carter
with palms
Began to shout for Him to die,
They chose Barabbas in His stead
And with one voice cried ‘Crucify!’
Between two thieves on Calvary’s
hill
They put to death the Prince of Life,
One cried for help, the other cursed
The first was promised Paradise.
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April Prayer Diary
Date

In our Church Family

1st

Sylvia Furzey

2nd

John Galloway

3rd

Simon, Tracy, Ian and Charles Galloway

4th

Sarah Gardner

5th

Zoe, Nick, Grace, Freddie and Joseph Goddard

6th

Liz Gowshall

7th

Richard and Patricia Hall

8th

Anne Harris

9th

Gretel and Ron Hibbert

10th

Frances Hilsden

11th

Matthew, Sarah, Emily and William Hilton-Dennis

12th

Sheila Hiscock

13th

Phil and Linda Hobbs

14th

Val Hunt
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15th

Valerie Kendle

16th

Margaret and Roger Kircher

17th

Karen, Paul, Amelia and Olivia Jarvis

18th

Carly, Paul, Lucas and Oliver Johnson

19th

Sam, Simon, Carys and Nerys Jones

20th

Anni and Tom Lowery

21st

Lorraine, Nigel and Isobel McCobb

22nd

Jean McLaughlin

23rd

Sue and Roger McKeague

24th

James McShane

25th

Gill and Brian Main

26th

Jude, Yin and Alex Man

27th

Jane, Ed, Joseph and Ben Manning

28th

Janet, Graham, Zoe and Samantha Martin

29th

Miriam and Rao Mugan

30th

Judith and David Muir
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Can Anybody Help?
Last week, in the local paper, it was announced that a number of
creatures had mysteriously escaped from the local Wildlife Centre.
Everyone was completely baffled until a document was received by
the owner through the post. Hidden within the text were the names of
about sixty creatures who had escaped and got entangled in the
writing. They are all split over at least two and sometimes three
separate words but hopefully you will have some fun locating them
and letting the owner know exactly which ones are on the loose!
If the seeds are bad, germination will not take place over the next few
weeks.
He was heard to grumpily retort, ‘Oi, see what you have done now!’
The sinister, dark cloud in the sky, turned out to be an incredible
murmuration of starlings.
Lemon balm, oleander and rosemary are fragrant Mediterranean
plants.
To get first place, win gold in all your racing attempts.
Six fluffy, chestnut hatchlings nestled among the velvety moss.
Grab bits of cloth to soak up the wine on the carpet.
Birds created the nests with rushes, reeds and grass, especially from
the river bank.
This tastes abysmal, lard and margarine should never be blended
together.
Although Ben tried hard, he came last in the race.
My three favourite soups are mint and pea, cock-a-leekie and oxtail.
Levi persuaded his reluctant brother to thoroughly wash the football
kit ten times.
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I watched in awe, as the tradesman drilled such a small hole in the
copper pipe.
Camomile and bergamot have flavoured tea leaves for centuries.
When we walk in the wood, Lou sees all her favourite trees.
I sit in church in my smartest clothes and then walk for a game of
bingo at the British Legion.
When the soil is hard, rake it thoroughly to make it crumble.
Being glib is really unkind on key people in your life.
Let’s wander along this path and feel serene and tranquil.
Demon Goo sets much harder than other adhesives at a similar kind
of price.
Stern scowls can be extremely scary for small children.
Unfortunately, if you are in a stupor, poise goes right out of the
window.
With Covid, if you cough, awkward silences will follow.
Rats he abhors, especially in confined spaces.
On the day of the first rehearsal, Monday, every actor knew their
lines.
The ski teams are hoping for fresh snow tonight.
Stop and assess before you make your decisions about swimming in
the sea, gleaming in the sun.
Share something every single day with a stranger.
Always win each race with humility, truly a kingly trait.
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Smart, endearing colleagues are a very useful asset at work,
but if our ideas differ, rethink your strategy!
Modern art is often insightful, marvellously outrageous but fun.
On the farm, animals graze, bracing themselves behind stone walls
from the wind.
If rogue viruses infected our computers, it was probably the
operator’s fault.
Sadly, Jack felt it was a harsh reward after all he nobly had done .
With Ali buttering bread, Derek cut up the cake for Cathy’s party.
Always lug heavy loads backwards close to your body.
Being earthy enables us to understand most people.
Book a picture at the local cinema and delve right into a dreamy
evening out.
In the post, rich people must agree to glaze buns and pipe red icing
round the edge.
A wheelbarrow lets us move larger billowing marquees around the
estate.
If the mice hide in the gazebo, are they safe from the cat?
Sheila Gilbert
Expensive boat from Parish Pump
A vicar was planning an Easter pilgrimage to the Holy Land, and was
aghast when she found it would cost her £50 an hour to rent a boat on
the Sea of Galilee. She protested to the travel agent that the cost was
ridiculous. ‘That might be true,’ replied the travel agent, ‘but you
have to take into account that the Sea of Galilee is water on which
our Lord himself walked.’
‘Well, at £50 an hour for a boat,’ she replied, ‘I am not surprised!’
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CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST
M.Inst.Ch.P. – HCPC Registered
Advice and Care on all Foot Problems
Clean Sterile Environment
Long Established Practitioner
Recognised by Insurance Companies
Free On-Site Parking
Ground Floor Access
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Mary Devine
Devine Feet Ltd
43, Beechcroft Avenue,
Croxley Green WD3 3EG
01923 25 16 25
www.devinefeet.co.uk

Fun!

Friendly!

LINE DANCE
Classes
FOR IMPROVERS & INTERMEDIATES
At All Saints’ Church Hall,
Croxley Green WD3 3HJ
EVERY WEDNESDAY 1.15pm-3.15pm

£6 per person • • • George and Barbara • • • 01923 778187
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New Windows for the Hall
The new windows were delivered
on Tuesday 16th March and
stacked in the Hall ready for
installation.
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Work began on Thursday 18th March.

The job was completed on 24th
March. Please go and have a look if
you are passing. We think they look
fantastic.
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Listening to God, loving people
and acting on the nudges !
I started writing this article just to let everyone know the wonderful
support my family receives from the Chrysalis group for people
with learning disabilities and their families. However, as I started
recalling the development of the group, I saw how God had his
hand in the growth of the group.
Chrysalis is a church group based at St Andrew’s Church,
Chorleywood led by Mark and Laura Sutton, from Mill End Baptist
Church, their sons, Josh and Nathan, supported by many wonderful
friends all who attend a variety of different churches. It was started
by Laura, a qualified nurse who worked at Chalfont Epilepsy centre
and lived near my brother’s previous care home. For those of you
who don’t know, my brother John, who is 52 years old, has severe
learning difficulties, autism, epilepsy, and is now semi ambulant
since breaking his hip and uses a wheel chair.
Laura prayed for God to show her how she should be using her time
as her own children started school, feeling God said ‘love people’
and ‘set up a church group for people with disabilities’. The first
meetings were only attended by a few people. On one occasion
Laura had no word from God as to how she should lead a meeting,
at this meeting no one turned up! Believing in God’s message and
being faithful has brought every meeting full of people keen to join
together and care for each other with no advertising! There are few
opportunities for adults with learning disabilities that are accessible,
ensure safety and not causing a disturbance but Chrysalis is a real
haven of love and support.
On arrival at a Chrysalis meeting, help is there to settle and enjoy a
cup of tea, followed by birthday celebrations with an individual cake
for each celebrant, my brother’s cake covered with cling film in
order for the cake to be edible to others after he enthusiatically
blows out candles!! All are truly recognised and loved for their
individual personalities! Some will sit on the floor, some will pace
the room and others feel that they could lead all the action songs or
even the whole meeting on their own! The meeting follows a safe,
predictable routine with lots of interaction with the sensory,
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interactive story and message which is incredibly relevant to all
despite their learning difficulties. The love they have for all really
shines out throughout the afternoon.
Laura said she has learnt to listen and act on God’s nudges; when my
brother was seriously ill, flowers, visits to John and hugs were there.
After another nudge, she felt she needed to take a meal and flowers to
another carer, she arrived as the carer was struggling and it was
perfect timing. The Lent courses have been showing me about taking
time to listen to God and act on nudges and I pray that I can have the
confidence to do this in my life, knowing how wonderful it felt to
receive result of the response to a nudge from God.
Jane Bates
********************************************************

26th April : Mark
disciple, apostle, writer of the second gospel
Mark, whose home in Jerusalem became a place of rest for Jesus and
His 12 apostles, is considered the traditional author of the second
gospel. He is also usually identified as the young man, described in
Mark 14:51, who followed Christ after his arrest and then escaped
capture by leaving his clothes behind.
Papias, in 130, said that in later years Mark became Peter’s
interpreter. If so, then this close friendship would have been how
Mark gathered so much information about Jesus’ life. Peter referred
to him affectionately as his ‘son’.
Mark was also a companion to Paul on his journeys. When Paul was
held captive at Rome, Mark was with him, helping him. Mark’s
Gospel, most likely written in Italy, perhaps in Rome, is the earliest
account we have of the life of Jesus. Mark died about 74 AD.
Early in the 9th century Mark’s body was brought to Venice, whose
patron he became, and there it has remained to this day. The symbol
of Mark as an evangelist is the lion, and is much in evidence in
Venice.
Parish Pump
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All Saints’ Church Hall for Hire
An ideal venue for
parties, sales, quiz nights, dinners, dance and drama.
Details are on our website
www.croxleygreenallsaints.org
Hourly rates for single bookings;
Hall £25
Hall plus kitchen £30
Committee Room £10 Committee Room plus kitchen £15
Kitchen alone £15
Generous discounts for All Saints’ congregation and weekly hirers

Enquiries to:
email hall@croxleygreenallsaints.org
or phone 01923 772109 Tues—Fri 9am—12noon

Graham Spendlove MCFHP, MAHFP
qualified foot health professional
TOE-TAL FOOTCARE
for all the family.

For the treatment of corns, callus, ingrown or thickened
nails, nail trimming and other complaints.
For an appointment that will last between 40 minutes and
1 hour at a cost of £30 in your own home
at a time to suit you.
Book now on 07799 033974
grahamspendlove@yahoo.co.uk

22

23

Social and Fundraising Committee News
With the good news that there is now a road map out of lockdown,
the SoFun committee is cautiously, but optimistically, looking to how
and when we may be in a position to hold some events after the
magic date of 21st June.
However, we would love to have something in
the calendar before that date so the committee
has decided to reprise the very successful
‘Sponsored Virtual Pilgrimage’ that took place
last June with a similar format. The pilgrimage
is planned to take place over the weekend of
19th - 20th June and we have set a more challenging target of
reaching Santiago de Compostela in Spain, at a distance of 1244.3
miles or 2002.5 km.
Santiago de Compostela is the capital of
northwest Spain’s Galicia region. It’s known as
the culmination of the Camino de Santiago
pilgrimage route, and the alleged burial site of
St. James. His remains reputedly lie within the
Cathedral de Santiago de Compostela,
consecrated in 1211, whose elaborately carved stone facades open
onto grand plazas within the medieval walls of the old town.
If you would like to participate, details of how to enter will be
published on the Church website and our Facebook page in due
course.
In February, we announced that there will be a photography
competition for an All Saints’ Calendar to be produced for and sold at
this year’s Christmas Market. The competition will be open to entries
during the summer and details of how to enter will be published
nearer the time. We have decided that there will be three entry
categories and the best four entries from each category will go into
the calendar.
The entry categories will be under 11’s, 11 to 17 years and over 18’s
and will be judged by an independent panel.
Ann Palmer
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JAMES PEDDLE LTD

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS
James Peddle is still independently owned and managed.
They pride themselves on giving a caring and
understanding 24 hour personal service.
Home arrangements by appointment
Golden Charter Pre-payment Plans
Probate Advisory Service
10 Moneyhill Parade
Uxbridge Road
Rickmansworth
HERTS WD3 2BE
(01923) 772013

172 New Road
Croxley Green
Rickmansworth
HERTS WD3 3HD
(01923) 775013

51 Lower Road
Chorleywood
HERTS
WD3 5LQ
(01923) 286102

(24 hour service)

Rainbow Cottage Catering
Do you need catering for a party?
Hot or cold meals prepared for you for any occasion including
birthdays, Christenings, weddings, funerals, afternoon tea or just a
‘get together’
Great food, good prices, friendly service!

...and Cakes too !

Large and small cakes for all occasions,
including gluten-free or dairy-free.
Also a wide range of homemade jams, chutneys and other preserves.
Call Janet Martin on 01923 774514 or Wendy Shafe on 01923 441638
for more details
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Spring – The Blossom season
Church
Garden

Some think that Spring marks the real new
year, and not January 1st. Spring is the
season of beginnings of all kinds, an
unfreezing, a wakening of budding twigs
and blossoming branches.

When the first wave of the Covid-19
pandemic struck last Spring the planet
didn’t stop spinning on its axis but the
human world did. Our places of work,
education,
leisure
and
worship
simultaneously closed their doors and in
one fell swoop everyday life became
radically curtailed and confined. During most other kinds of disaster
people can still hold and comfort one another; they can cry together,
sing together, eat, drink and dance together; but the coronavirus
deprived us of these fundamental sources of joy, consolation and
release.
And yet the Spring of 2020 was
exceptionally beautiful and in the face of
so much anxiety and unpredictability, the
natural world gave us an alternative world
of health and vibrancy. The birds, flowers
and trees were untroubled by everything we were going through and
that was deeply calming. The emergence of blossom coincided with
that first lockdown. Warm April days seemed to stretch into one
another and the sky, with no aeroplane vapour trails, was gloriously
blue. The M25 motorway fell blissfully, though eerily, quiet.
Stone’s Orchard Spring 2020
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When we were only able to spend limited
time outdoors many of us took pleasure in the
sight of blossoming trees along the kerbside,
in gardens, on Common Moor, in Stone’s
Orchard and on the Green. We watched honey
bees collecting nectar and pollen from cherry
blossom and were amazed at the beauty of
apple, blackthorn and hawthorn blossom
around us. It had always been there, but last
spring we noticed it so much more as our
lives became limited in ways many of us had
never experienced before.
So, the walks I would encourage you to
Stone’s Orchard Spring 2020
do this month are blossom trails, in and
around Croxley Green. Take inspiration
from the Japanese hanami, or ‘flower
viewing’. Japan’s spring blossom season
is world-famous and hanami is a
traditional custom celebrated every year.
It brings all generations outdoors to
celebrate the transient beauty of blossom.
It is a shared memory for everyone.
Shelagh Booth

Spring Prayer
For flowers that bloom about our feet;
For tender grass, so fresh, so sweet;
For song of bird, and hum of bee;
For all things fair we hear or see,
Father in heaven, we thank Thee!
For blue of stream and blue of sky;
For pleasant shade of branches high;
For fragrant air and cooling breeze;
For beauty of the blooming trees,
Father in heaven, we thank Thee!
By Ralph W. Emerson
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MAGAZINE EDITORIAL TEAM
Wendy Shafe
Janet Martin
Shelagh Booth

441638
774514
779932

Please e-mail contributions to magazine@croxleygreenallsaints.org
by the copy dates below. If you have any queries, please contact one
of the team above. Thank you.
Final copy date:

15th April
15th May

for
for

May
June

MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTOR: Fran Bennett
This month's cover is a design from Parish Pump
Acknowledgement
Unless otherwise stated, pictures are taken from Parish Pump or else they
are produced by members of the magazine team.
We encourage articles from a wide range of contributors and the
opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the editors.
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Choir :

Sarah Guest, Anne Oke and
Sam Beard

Hall Bookings:

hall@croxleygreenallsaints.org
Tel: 772109

Electoral Roll Officer:
Chris Fagan

Tel: 720319

Planned Giving Officer:
Janet Martin

Tel: 774514

Youth Group:
Revd. Canon Miriam

Tel: 772109

Parent and Toddler Club Contacts:
Monday:
Jane Bates

Tel: 492890

Thursday:

contact through the Parish Office

Guides, Brownies and Rainbows:
Contact

girlguiding.croxley@gmail.com

Badminton/Games Group
Chris Oke

Tel:220782

Email:office@croxleygreenallsaints.org
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