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August 2021
Revd. Canon Miriam writes:
Dear Friends
When I think of August, it always brings to mind
an image from childhood of school holidays with
long, hot, carefree summer days with lots of
adventures and fun. Strangely enough, I still over-estimate how
much work I might get done in August. These days, my image of
August is that it is a quieter time in which to catch up with jobs that
need doing, getting ahead by preparing for services in the autumn and
Christmas and even having some time to just take life easy and catch
up with some reading. Like the rose tinted glasses memories of
childhood Augusts, my over optimistic hopes of what I will be able to
achieve in the so called quieter time of August quickly falls by the
wayside as the days wizz by and jobs still remain not done!
Having said this, it is important to remember that August does
represent a time of rest and holiday. We all need a break from the
daily routines of life to replenish ourselves in mind, body and spirit.
Whether this falls for us in August because of the need to fit into
school holidays, or earlier/later in the summer, we should all make
time to be. For many, the opportunity to get away this year might be
more difficult due to the restrictions in place re holidaying abroad,
leading to a much greater demand (and as a consequence much more
expensive) on holiday venues/accommodation in the UK. So we may
need to find more imaginative ways to have a break while being at
home. Of course, there are opportunities for day trips which are
always lovely. In addition to these, perhaps we could invite someone
to join us for afternoon tea and reciprocate the invitation so that we
pamper others and get pampered ourselves. Perhaps just inviting
someone to join you for a morning coffee in your garden (if you have
one) would be a lovely way to relax and encourage someone else to
relax too! I am sure you can think up lots of other imaginative ways
of enjoying the lovely long (hopefully sunny) days of August.
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Taking time out was important to Jesus. He would often go to a quiet
place to be alone, to pray or just to be (Mark 1 v35-37; Luke 5 v1516). It was so important to him to have these opportunities to
replenish himself in mind, body and spirit that he also encouraged his
disciples by often taking them with him (Mark 6 v31-32). Maybe
setting aside some quiet time each day to be mindful of God with
you, the world around you and the preciousness of those moments in
time would be a good habit to develop during the quieter time of
August. It would certainly slow down the inner busyness inside you
and bring calmness into your life.
Whatever your plans are for August, may you know God’s love and
presence with you filling you with peace and refreshment.
With my love and prayers
Miriam

********************************************************

Parish Register and Records
FUNERALS
12th July 2021

Alan Henry PITT aged 91 years

Burial of Ashes at Chorleywood Road Cemetery
14th July 2021

Reginald Frederick HUMPHRIES

Announcement
CONGRATULATIONS to Alex Man who has qualified as a Master
of Pharmacy with a first class honours degree and is now training to
become a pharmacist.
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Ordination of
Revd. Paul Palmer
On 26th June 2021, a sunny Saturday
morning, Miriam and I arrived at St
Albans Cathedral for the Ordination of
Deacons service at 12 noon. Miriam was
specifically involved in the ceremony to
welcome Paul Palmer as curate to All
Saints’ Church and I was there to
represent you all as your churchwarden.
At the beginning of the service, the duties
of the seven deacons were declared: to be servants following the
example of Jesus Christ by assisting the Parish Priest in worship,
preaching, pastoral care and to make God’s love visible. The Revd.
Canon Tim Bull preached on the theme of ‘The Day your life
changes’ and he spoke of how God calls people to join him in His
plan to transform and renew the world. This day was the occasion
when Paul’s life is to change for ever as Jesus says ‘Follow me’.
At the heart of the service, Bishop Alan laid hands upon each
candidate and called on the Holy Spirit to come down upon them.
The congregation then welcomed the ordained deacons. None of the
social distancing measures detracted from a beautiful service and it
was wonderful to hear the Abbey choir sing.
In normal times, I know that many of
you would have wished to be there too,
so I hope this gives you a flavour of the
day. Paul was supported by members of
his family and a limited number of
parishioners from St Peter’s Mill End
who had played important parts on the
journey to his new vocation. It was
lovely to meet with Paul, his family and
friends outside the Abbey after the
service.
Anne Oke
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Morning Prayer Psalm and Bible Readings
August 2021
Date
Psalm
Reading
Sunday
1st August
Monday
2nd August
Tuesday
3rd August
Wednesday
4th August
Thursday
5th August
Friday
6th August

51
v 1-13
44

John 6 v 24-35

48

Mark 1 v 14-20

119
v 57-80
56

Mark 1 v 21-28
Mark 1 v 29-end

27

Luke 9 v 28-36

68

Mark 2 v 13-22

130

John 6 v 35, 41-51

71
73

Mark 2 v 23
-ch3 v 6
Mark 3 v 7-19a

77

Mark 3 v 19b-end

78
v 1-39
55

Mark 4 v 1-20
Mark 4 v 21-34

76

Mark 4 v 35-end

45

Luke 1 v 46-55

Mark 1 v 1-13

Transfiguration of Our Lord

Saturday
7th August
Sunday
8th August
Monday
9th August
Tuesday
10th August
Wednesday
11th August
Thursday
12th August
Friday
13th August
Saturday
14th August
Sunday
15th August

Blessed Virgin Mary
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Date

Psalm

Reading

Monday
16th August
Tuesday
17th August
Wednesday
18th August
Thursday
19th August
Friday
20th August
Saturday
21st August
Sunday
22nd August
Monday
23rd August
Tuesday
24th August

80

Mark 5 v 1-20

89
v 1-18
119
v 105-128
92

Mark 5 v 21-34

Mark 5 v 35-end

88

Mark 6 v 14-29

97

Mark 6 v 30-44

84

John 6 v 56-69

98

Mark 6 v 45-end

86

Luke 22 v 24-30

111

Mark 7 v 14-23

115

Mark 7 v 24-30

139

Mark 7 v 31-end

121

Mark 8 v 1-10

45
v 1-7
126

Mark 7 v 1-4, 14,
15, 21-23
Mark 8 v 11-21

132

Mark 8 v 22-26

Mark 6 v 1-13

Bartholomew the Apostle

Wednesday
25th August
Thursday
26th August
Friday
27th August
Saturday
28th August
Sunday
29th August
Monday
30th August
Tuesday
31st August
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Pimms and Puddings
Sunday 27th June 2021
It was so lovely to be able to get together to welcome Paul Palmer,
our new curate, after his ordination on Saturday 26th June.
Thankfully the weather held and we were able to enjoy a range of
delicious puddings and a catch-up in the garden.
Thank you to all those involved in preparing for this event and to
those who helped on the day.
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Report from the PCC Meeting : 1st July 2021
Revd. Paul Palmer, our Curate, was welcomed to his first PCC
meeting.
Easing of Covid Restrictions
Miriam thanked PCC members who had responded to ideas for
moving forward as Covid-19 restrictions are eased. She will discuss
the responses with the Churchwardens.

Annual Review of the Parish Safeguarding Policy
Anne Oke, our Safeguarding Officer, reported that the 2020 Policy
did not require any changes except for the addition of this sentence:
“Each person who works within this Church community will agree to
abide by this policy and the guidelines established by this Church.”
The PCC adopted the Policy which was signed by Miriam, as Vicar,
and Lyndon Palmer, for the Churchwardens.
Following the meeting, the Diocesan Safety Adviser has advised that
the law requires organisations seeking to hire the Church Hall must
have an operative safeguarding policy. The documents sent to
prospective hirers will include this requirement.
Pilgrimage 19th-20th June
Janet Martin reported that the virtual pilgrimage to Compostela had
raised more than £1,600 and participants had walked, run and cycled
over 1,300km, as well as greatly enjoying the event.
Church Refurbishment
The PCC approved proposals to cover the concrete flooring strip near
the font with vinyl laminate, box in the hot water pipes at the west
end and paint the boxing when fitted to match the existing paintwork.
Preparation for All Saints’ New Mission Action Plan (MAP)
The PCC held a consultative workshop on Invitation to Worship, the
first of four elements of a new Mission Action Plan. Eight members
of the congregation joined PCC members in several groups which
discussed 14 topics on aspects of welcoming and rated our
performance on each. The object was to produce agreed priorities for
action within the new MAP. Miriam took note of the groups’
responses, which will feed into the MAP planning process. All
congregation members will be invited to attend the next PCC meeting
on Thursday 5th August, when another element of the new MAP will
be considered.
Chris Fagan, PCC Secretary
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World Day of Prayer 2nd July 2021
Have you heard of the islands of
Vanuatu? Neither had we until
this year when we were
fascinated to learn more when
preparing for the World Day of
Prayer 2021! This worship
service has a special annual
theme, developed by the women
of a different country each year;
this year was Vanuatu. A
national committee prepares an order of service on a theme and aims
to demonstrate that prayer and action are inseparable and that both
have measurable influence in the world, giving us the opportunity to
support others who need our help.
Due to Covid, we postponed the service until July, hoping for less
restrictions and an easier service to organise. However, this was not
to be! We had no pianist or choir for the day and social distancing
was problematic but with the help of Lyndon with his IT skills, the
choir recording songs and Katherine and William recording readings,
we were able to produce a thoughtful service helping us consider the
difficulties faced by the people of Vanuatu.
The islands of Vanuatu stretch for 400 miles and were managed by an
Anglo/ French condominium of
New Hebridies until becoming a
Republic in 1980 with a
parliamentary democracy. The
climate is temperate and the soil is
fruitful but natural disasters:
earthquakes volcanic eruptions
and destructive cyclones led the
people to realise the need for
buildings with strong foundations.
Our theme for the service was
“Build on a strong foundation”
Matthew ch 7 verses 24-27.
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The meditation in the service gave us time for inner reflection:
Sometimes we are beaten by winds and storms in every corner of our
lives. Due to our faith in Jesus we find ourselves still standing
What are the storms in your life today?
How is your faith providing a good foundation for you?
Jesus says,“ Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts
on them will be like a wise man.”
We are very good at acting but do we hear? Do we listen?
What practices in prayer help you listen closely to the Word of God?
The parable presents us with a choice to be like a wise person or
foolish one. Do we listen to his words and act on them or ignore them
and let them wash over us? Our lives reflect the choices we make.
Our legacy is the action we take.
How can we, through our own choices and actions, live wisely?.
Modern technology is changing life in Vanuatu. The internet is
scarce, but mobile phones are becoming almost universal. The islands
are proud of their cultural identity. Their flag displays the coat of
arms for anyone to read:
“In God we stand” which in Bislama (one of the languages spoken in
Vanuatu) is “Long God Yumi Stanap”
Jane Bates and Fran Bennett

9

Pet Blessing Service

It was so fun at Church today. I got to
stroke lots of pets. I got to run around and
wear out Bodie. I don’t have a pet so I got
my cuddly toy blessed. Miriam did a lovely
prayer on my dog for me and I listened
really good. I hope God was listening to
what she said.
Nerys
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Sunday 4th July
in the Church Garden

I am so happy that people were
able to bring their pets to
Church. I liked stroking the
Guinea pigs, they were very soft.
It was nice to meet new pets I
had not seen before. I loved
being able to see the spider that
Abbie brought with her. I wasn’t
scared of it like some people.
Thank you to everyone that let
me play with their pets.
Carys
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August Prayer Diary
Date

In our Church Family

1st

Nik and Fran Bennett

2nd

Mary Bittles

3rd

Shelagh and Tony Booth

4th

Rae Bowyer

5th

Ben, Michelle, Sanna and Sophie Brogden

6th

Alick and Hazel Burge

7th

Brian and Jennifer Clemow

8th

Maureen Cliff

9th

Jane Colbourne

10th

Mabel and Peter Creer

11th

Reg Dee

12th

Anne and David Duggans

13th

Kathryn and Jemime Duffy

14th

Chris Fagan

15th

Shirley Ford
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16th

Pat Foster

17th

Sylvia Furzey

18th

John Galloway

19th

Simon, Tracy, Ian and Charles Galloway

20th

Sarah Gardner

21st

Zoe, Nick, Grace, Freddie and Joseph Goddard

22nd

Liz Gowshall

23rd

Richard and Patricia Hall

24th

Anne Harris

25th

Gretel and Ron Hibbert

26th

Francis Hilsden

27th

Matthew, Sarah, Emily and William Hilton-Dennis

28th

Sheila Hiscock

29th

Phil and Linda Hobbs

30th

Val Hunt

31st

Valerie Kendle
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What on earth is rock?
Maoams are stretchy, gooey and chewy
Especially when stuck to your sock
Pear drops are perfumed, munchy and
crunchy
But what on earth is rock?

Cinder toffee is tricky and sticky
So best to take care and not mock
While dunking in coffee, so frivolously frothy
But what on earth is rock?
Pink sugar mice are frosty and squeaky
When scraping your teeth on their hock
Pinwheels are swirly, twirly and whirly
But what on earth is rock?
Milk bottles, drumsticks, selections from Pick n Mix
It’s great to have plenty in stock
Sherbet and space dust – what an absolute must
But what on earth is rock?
Strawberry laces, tie knots in young faces
As they wind round your tongue in a block
Sleek satin liquorice, so totally moreish
But what on earth IS rock?
Rock is...
Brutally sweet, yet shockingly pink
Lick it for hours, it will hardly shrink
Minty, fruity, seaside, laughter
A sticker of teeth together
With the name
whence it came, rolling on forever!
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Constantly looking for new activities to amuse/educate my young
students over our hundreds of Zoom lessons since the beginning of
2021, I set up a virtual ‘Olde Worlde Sweetie Shoppe’ from which
they had to spend an exact amount of virtual money.
I decided it would be the amount they had found down the back of
the sofa! The amounts differed depending on the child, but it was
always under £1.
Their options were something like this:
Gob stoppers 1p
Fizzers 3p
Sherbet Dabs 11p etc.
You get the idea ...and the final choice was Rock 4p.
The activity proved a huge success as they juggled their shopping list
to equal the exact total but the overall question was – What is Rock?
Well, who would have thought it!!!

Sheila Gilbert
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More photos from the
Pet
Blessing
Service
Sunday
4th July
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All Saints’ Church Hall for Hire
An ideal venue for
parties, sales, quiz nights, dinners, dance and drama.
Details are on our website
www.croxleygreenallsaints.org
Hourly rates for single bookings;
Hall £25
Hall plus kitchen £30
Committee Room £10 Committee Room plus kitchen £15
Kitchen alone £15
Generous discounts for All Saints’ congregation and weekly hirers

Enquiries to:
email hall@croxleygreenallsaints.org
or phone 01923 772109 Tues—Fri 9am—12noon

Graham Spendlove MCFHP, MAHFP
qualified foot health professional
TOE-TAL FOOTCARE
for all the family.

For the treatment of corns, callus, ingrown or thickened
nails, nail trimming and other complaints.
For an appointment that will last between 40 minutes and
1 hour at a cost of £30 in your own home
at a time to suit you.
Book now on 07799 033974
grahamspendlove@yahoo.co.uk
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Social and Fundraising Committee Diary
19th September : Harvest Festival
You are warmly invited to a Bring-aPicnic lunch to the Church Garden
following the Harvest Festival
Service at 10.45am.
Please bring a picnic and something
to sit on.
There will be some games for the younger
people (or indeed the young at heart
people!), some soft drinks will be available
and there will be ice creams and lollies to
purchase.
23rd October : ‘The Early Bird Christmas Market’

After not being able to hold a Christmas Market last year, we are
cautiously making plans to hold a slightly scaled down Market this
year.
It will be held a month earlier than usual (in October) and there will
be the usual mix of external and Church stalls along with a Grand
Prize Draw so please put the date in your diaries.
Further details will be published in September’s magazine but if you
are able to help run a stall on the day (even for one hour!) please
speak to Jude in the office.

Also, we will be really grateful for donations towards our Church
stalls. Donations will be gratefully received for the Chocolate
Tombola, Tombola and Toiletries stalls.
Thank you
Ann Palmer
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Commissioning of Ruth
Sunday 18th July at 3pm
Ruth, our Mental Health Parish Nurse was
commissioned at a special service on
Sunday 18th July which was attended by
members of all the churches in Croxley
Green.

Ruth started work last November but, due to COVID, we have not
been able to hold the Commissioning Service until now.
She joins Cathy, who has been our Parish Nurse for over two years,
to meet the needs of Croxley residents.
We are very pleased to
welcome Ruth to Croxley
Green and hope she will
enjoy being part of our
community.
Up until recently Ruth
has only been able to have
meetings over the phone.
Now that restrictions are
being lifted, face-to-face
meetings are possible
which she has said she is really enjoying.

A message from Ruth:
Hi, I am very pleased to have been
asked to join the Croxley Parish
Nursing Team as a registered Mental
Health Nurse. I have been nursing
for over twenty years and have
recently taken early retirement from
the NHS. However I am now hugely
excited to be your Parish Nurse
alongside Cathy.
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Wells Cathedral
Wells is a delightful city in Somerset,
twenty-three miles south of Bristol, near
the Mendip Hills and Cheddar Gorge. It
is the smallest city in England and can
call itself a city because of the
magnificent 13th century Cathedral. It is
a beautiful place to walk around thanks
to a medieval centre with the Cathedral,
a moated Bishop’s Palace (where the
springs are that gave the city its name),
the Vicars’ Close and many beautiful
gardens too.
The Cathedral is a gem, both inside and
its exterior (although it has scaffolding
up at the moment). There are some
photos to go with this article but no
photo really does it justice. Also, you
have to go there to hear the famous
astronomical clock, (although you can
also see a video of it on YouTube).

It claims to be the world’s oldest
working clock. It was built sometime
between 1386 and 1392. Above the
clock, to the right, is a figure that hits a
bell with a hammer held in his right
hand and two bells hung beneath him
with his heels. A set of jousting
knights also chase each other every
fifteen minutes.
Shelagh Booth
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Thank you to Shelagh for being a
roving reporter this month.
Shelagh is having a holiday in the
West Country and wrote this whilst
away...real
dedication
to
the
magazine.
She also reported that a bus hit the
house next door while she was writing
her article; thankfully nobody was
hurt but the lady next door was
(understandably) a bit shaky!
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CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST
M.Inst.Ch.P. – HCPC Registered
Advice and Care on all Foot Problems
Clean Sterile Environment
Long Established Practitioner
Recognised by Insurance Companies
Free On-Site Parking
Ground Floor Access

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Mary Devine
Devine Feet Ltd
43, Beechcroft Avenue,
Croxley Green WD3 3EG
01923 25 16 25
www.devinefeet.co.uk

Smile Lines from Parish Pump
The purpose of the font
That Sunday our Family Service included two baptisms and many
young children were there. In his talk, the Vicar asked the children if
any of them knew what the font was for – and the answer came back:
“For washing babies’ hair”!
Laugh
This morning I saw a neighbour talking to her cat and you could tell
she thought the cat understood every word. I came back home and
told my dog. We got a big laugh out of that.
Good camping advice
Going camping this month? Take along a tuba or a drum and
carefully place it beside your tent. It will keep the spaces on either
side of your tent well and truly vacant.
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JAMES PEDDLE LTD

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS
James Peddle is still independently owned and managed.
They pride themselves on giving a caring and
understanding 24 hour personal service.
Home arrangements by appointment
Golden Charter Pre-payment Plans
Probate Advisory Service
10 Moneyhill Parade
Uxbridge Road
Rickmansworth
HERTS WD3 2BE
(01923) 772013

172 New Road
Croxley Green
Rickmansworth
HERTS WD3 3HD
(01923) 775013

51 Lower Road
Chorleywood
HERTS
WD3 5LQ
(01923) 286102

(24 hour service)

Rainbow Cottage Catering
Do you need catering for a party?
Hot or cold meals prepared for you for any occasion including
birthdays, Christenings, weddings, funerals, afternoon tea or just a
‘get together’
Great food, good prices, friendly service!

...and Cakes too !

Large and small cakes for all occasions,
including gluten-free or dairy-free.
Also a wide range of homemade jams, chutneys and other preserves.
Call Janet Martin on 01923 774514
for more details
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Smile Lines from Parish Pump
Children's Kitchen Terms
BOIL: The point a parent reaches upon hearing "Yuck" before a food
is even tasted.
CASSEROLE: Combination of favourite foods that go uneaten
because they are mixed together.
DESSERT: The reason for eating a meal.
EVAPORATE: Magic trick performed by children when it comes
time to clear the table.
FRUIT: Something that is never to be confused with dessert.
REFRIGERATOR: A very expensive and inefficient room air
conditioner when not being used as an art gallery.
TABLE LEG: Percussion instrument.
Who first
While flying home, my mother was sitting across the aisle from a
woman and her eight-year-old son. Mum couldn't help laughing as
they neared their destination and she heard the mother say to the boy,
"Now remember - run to Dad first, then the dog."
Flies
A woman went into the kitchen to find her husband swatting flies. “I
killed three female and two male ones,” he said triumphantly. She
asked him how on earth he knew that.
“Easy. Two were on my beer can, and three were on the phone.”
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30th August : John Bunyan
the man who wrote Pilgrim’s
Progress
After the Bible, John Bunyan’s
wonderful Christian allegory, the
Pilgrim’s Progress, is one of the most
celebrated and widely-read books in the
English language. It has been translated
into more than one hundred languages
around the world and keeps its place as
a Christian classic.
Names of people and places from its pages have been commonplace
wherever English is spoken. We need only recall Mr Great-Heart, Mr
Valiant-for-Truth, Giant Despair, Madame Bubble, the Slough of
Despond, Vanity Fair, the Delectable Mountains, the Hill Difficulty
and the Celestial City.
Bunyan was born on 28th November 1628, at Elstow, near Bedford,
England, of a poor family. He had little formal education and his
father taught him to be a metal worker. His first wife died young. His
second wife, Elizabeth, helped him considerably with his blossoming
literary career. His conversion was the result of reading the Bible,
and the witness of local Christians. From that time the Bible became
the great inspiration of his life. He wrote more than fifty books on
Christianity. A Baptist by conviction, he had little time for the
Established Church.
Bunyan became a popular preacher, but because of his opposition to
the Established Church and because he did not have a Church of
England preaching licence, he was imprisoned in 1661. It was in
prison that he wrote Pilgrim’s Progress. It was not only Bunyan’s
greatest book but was destined to become one of the most popular
Christian books in the world.
Pilgrim’s Progress is an allegory, using the names of people and
places from the Bible to teach spiritual lessons. The vivid and
unforgettable imagery in the Pilgrim’s Progress covers the
whole
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Christian gospel from sin and condemnation all the way through
faith, repentance, grace, justification, sanctification, and perseverance
to heaven itself.
Bunyan died on 31st August 1688. His portrayal of the death of Mr
Valiant For Truth is Bunyan at his allegorical best. This brave old
soldier of Jesus Christ had received his summons to ‘go home.’
Calling his friends together he says, ‘My sword I give to him who
shall succeed me in my pilgrimage … My marks and scars I carry
with me, to be a witness for me, that I have fought His battles, Who
will now be my rewarder.’ … So he passed over, and all the trumpets
sounded for him on the other side...’
Parish Pump
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MAGAZINE EDITORIAL TEAM
Wendy Shafe
Shelagh Booth

441638
779932

Please e-mail contributions to magazine@croxleygreenallsaints.org
by the copy dates below. If you have any queries, please contact one
of the team above. Thank you.

Final copy date:

15th August
15th September

for
for

September
October

MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTOR: Fran Bennett
This month's cover is a design from
Acknowledgement
Unless otherwise stated, pictures are taken from Parish Pump or else they
are produced by members of the magazine team.
We encourage articles from a wide range of contributors and the
opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the editors.
Solutions for puzzles on page 27
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Choir :

Sarah Guest, Anne Oke and
Sam Beard

Hall Bookings:

hall@croxleygreenallsaints.org
Tel: 772109

Electoral Roll Officer:
Chris Fagan

Tel: 720319

Planned Giving Officer:
Janet Martin

Tel: 774514

Youth Group:
Revd. Canon Miriam

Tel: 772109

Parent and Toddler Club Contacts:
Monday:
Jane Bates

Tel: 492890

Thursday:

contact through the Parish Office

Guides, Brownies and Rainbows:
Contact

girlguiding.croxley@gmail.com

Badminton/Games Group
Chris Oke

Tel:220782

Email:office@croxleygreenallsaints.org
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