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March 2022
Revd. Canon Miriam writes:
Dear Friends
I wonder if you have a favourite month of the
year? For me, my favourite month is March
because it represents new beginnings, hope and
joy. Everywhere we look we can see signs of spring bursting forth.
How incredible that trees that have appeared so barren and the earth
that has been frozen hard suddenly bring forth life and colour. It is
such a marvellous image of resurrection that we cannot help but look
forward with hope and excitement, beyond the days of Lent and Holy
Week to Easter.
But before I get too carried away, we must first focus on Lent which
starts on 2nd March which is Ash Wednesday. As always, we will
mark the beginning of Lent with a service in Church at 7.30pm. This
lovely reflective service includes the imposition of ashes on our
forehead. This is a visible reminder of our mortality “You are dust,
and to dust you shall return” (Genesis 3:19). The cross of ash also
represents sorrow and repentance for our sins.
The gospel reading for the first Sunday in Lent is always about Jesus
going into the wilderness to fast for forty days after he had been
baptised by John in the River Jordan. He went to have some time
alone, to just be, to reflect on what his ministry would look like. It
was not an easy time, he struggled with temptations and hunger. Lent
for us is a time to just be with God and reflect on where he is in our
life and how we are responding to his call to follow him. It is a time
for us to rediscover the depths of love that God has for each one of us
and his longing to draw ever closer to us as we journey through the
joys and challenges of life.
Lent is a very important season and one that I would encourage you
not to overlook. It spiritually and emotionally enriches our
experiences
of Holy Week and Easter leading to amazing
transformation in our understanding and living as a Christian. Here at
All Saints’ we want to support and accompany you on your journey
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through Lent. Each day (except Sundays) we will Livestream (on
Facebook) a Lent reflection under the heading of The Jesus Tree.
These reflections are a development of the Jesse Tree which we used
as our daily reflections during Advent. The Jesse Tree focussed on the
ancestors of Jesus, reflecting on the story of God and us, God’s
people. The Jesus Tree takes this further as we focus on Jesus’ birth,
ministry, death and resurrection through the lens of John’s gospel.
In addition to this, each Wednesday evening during Lent the Church
will be open each evening from 7.30-8.30 pm for quiet reflection.
There will be some themed prayer stations each week to assist you in
your reflections and journeying through Lent. We will share in the
beautiful service of Night Prayer called Compline at 8.15pm. After
this people are welcome to stay for another half an hour to chat
through thoughts and responses to questions from the prayer stations.
If you find it difficult to get out in the evenings you may want to visit
the Church during the day. The prayer stations will be available in
Church all week. If you would like an opportunity to chat through the
questions with others during the day in person or online, or in the
evening at the local pub, then please sign up on the list at the back of
the Church.
Perhaps you would like to have an individual meeting with myself or
Revd. Paul to reflect on where you are in your journey of faith and
where God might be calling you to be. We would love to meet with
you so please have the courage to ask us to meet either in person or
online. There is nothing more exciting than journeying with each
other in faith and seeing God at work in each other. These meetings
will be in confidence, I can be contacted on 07957156245 and Paul
can be contacted on 07740871289.
Do join us for our morning service on Sunday 6th March when we
will be launching our new, and very exciting, Mission Action Plan
(MAP). Our preacher will be the Reverend Kate Peacock who is the
Deputy Director of Mission and Ministry at the Diocese and a very
inspiring speaker. She has been supporting us as we review our MAP.
Do please make every effort to attend this service as we launch our
exciting new MAP.
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There will be lots of opportunity for discussion and to chat with Kate
after the service over coffee (or tea) and cakes. We are looking for
volunteers to make cakes for this exciting event so if you can help
please let me know.
With my love and prayers
Miriam

*******************************************
Parish Register and Records
BAPTISM
20th February 2022

Lily Ann Isla POLLARD daughter of
Hayley and John

********************************************************

World Day of Prayer

St Bede’s Church Baldwins Lane, Croxley Green
Friday 4th March at 2.00pm
This year the World Day of Prayer will be held at St Bede’s
Church.
The theme of the service is God’s promise, found in the book of
Jeremiah “ I know I have plans for you “.
We will use these words to focus on freedom, forgiveness,
justice and God’s peace and how his promise can be a
sign of hope for all people.
Jane Bates and Fran Bennett
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Lent Reflections Readings and Themes
March 2022
Date
Tuesday
1st March
Wednesday
2nd March
Ash Wednesday
Thursday
3rd March
Friday
4th March
Saturday
5th March
Sunday
6th March
Monday
7th March
Tuesday
8th March
Wednesday
9th March
Thursday
10th March
Friday
11th March
Saturday
12th March
Sunday
13th March
Monday
14th March

Reading

Theme

John 1 v 1-18

Jesus the Word

John 1 v 19-34

The Baptism
of Jesus
Calling the
Disciples
The Wedding
at Cana

John 1 v 35-51
John 2 v 1-12

John 2 v 13-25
John 3 v 1-21
John 4 v 1-42
John 4 v 43-54
John 5 v 1-18

The Cleansing
of the Temple
Nicodemus
The Woman
at the Well
The Officials Son

John 6 v 1-15

Healing on
the Sabbath
Loaves and Fish

John 6 v 16-21

Walking on Water
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Date

Reading

Theme

Tuesday
15th March
Wednesday
16th March
Thursday
17th March
Friday
18th March
Saturday
19th March
Sunday
20th March
Monday
21st March
Tuesday
22nd March
Wednesday
23rd March
Thursday
24th March
Friday
25th March
Saturday
26th March
Sunday
27th March
Monday
28th March
Tuesday
29th March
Wednesday
30th March
Thursday
31st March

John 6 v 22-40

Bread of Life

John 6 v 41-59

Living Bread

John 6 v 60-71

Words of Eternal
Life
Come to Me

John 7
v37 -ch 8 v 1
John 8 v 1-11

The Woman
Caught in Adultery

John 8 v 12-20

Light of the World

John 9

John 10 v 22-42

The Man Born
Blind
The Good
Shepherd
Jesus’ Sheep

John 11 v 1-44

Lazarus

John 11 v 45-57

One Man to Die?

John 12 v 1-11

Anointing

John 12 v 12-19
John 12 v 20-36

Entry into
Jerusalem
Grains of Wheat

John 13 v 1-20

Washing of feet

John 10 v 1-21
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Mother
Your arms were always open
when I needed a hug.
Your heart understood
when I needed a friend.
Your gentle eyes were stern
when I needed a lesson.
Your strength and love has guided me
and given me wings to fly.
~ Sarah Malin

Answers to questions about a Mum…
from Parish Pump

What ingredients are mothers made of?
1. God makes mothers out of clouds and angel hair and one part of
mean.
2. They had to get their start from men’s bones. Then they mostly
use string, I think.
3. They have a lot more hair than dads, are softer to hug, and wear
woolly jumpers.
If you could change one thing about your mum, what would it be?
1. She has this weird thing about me keeping my room clean. I’d get
rid of that.
2. I’d make my mum smarter. Then she would know it was my sister
who did it and not me.
3. She’d be more relaxed about me not doing my homework.
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A Prayer for Lent
Fast from criticism and feast on praise
Fast from self pity and feast on joy
Fast from ill temper and feast on peace
Fast from resentment and feast on contentment
Fast from jealousy and feast on love
Fast from pride and feast on humility
Fast from selfishness and feast on service
Fast from fear and feast on faith
Lord in your mercy.
As submitted for a previous magazine by Jo Squire
********************************************************

Care for God’s Creation
(Live Lent)
A 40-day Challenge
This little pamphlet, which is available to
buy at Church, contains some habits which
we should all be trying to form, that last
beyond Lent to protect and honour the
earth.
Many Christians use Lent as an opportunity
to give something up, to remember that
Christ went without during his time in the
wilderness.
Perhaps you could consider giving something up as well to help the
environment; maybe single-use plastics, use less water or save
electricity by turning off lights.
If many of us do little things, they can add up to make a big
difference.
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Eco Church
Gardening Morning
29th January

A small group of volunteers
worked in the sunshine to start
the tidy-up and revamp of the
piece of land beside the
Church Hall.
The aim is to make this into a
wildlife area.
The birds are already enjoying
feasts at the feeders that have
been put out for them and the
pallets are ready to make into
bug hotels to welcome more
guests.
Look out for the date of the
next working party and come
and join us!

8

Big Garden Birdwatch

On the weekend of the Big Garden Birdwatch, I put out a variety of
feeders in 2 locations in my garden. These included mixed seed,
sunflower seeds, suet cakes and suet balls as well as fresh water. All
of these were visited frequently through the hour that I was
watching, and the birds waited in the hedge and climbing rose to get
their turn. The sparrows were behind the starlings and the blue tit
found a different feeder away from all of them! As well as that, the
blackbird enjoyed a splash in the bird bath and one of the pigeons
had a drink from the pond.
My results were:
House sparrow
Dunnock
Starling
Blue tit

7
4
4
2

Pigeon
Blackbird
Magpie
Robin

2
1
1
1

A Red Kite was flying overhead, as were quite a few gulls but I
couldn’t see clearly which species they were.
It is interesting to see how your
personal results compare with
national ones, and the RSPB allows
you to see this with the chart below.
House sparrows continue to be the
most popular birds in our gardens in
2022 from the results submitted so
far; this has been the same for a
number of years although their
numbers are declining. Seven out of
my 8 birds were in the top 10 most
frequently seen nationally, so birds in
Croxley Green are very
representative of the country as a
whole. I think Dunnocks are often
confused with House Sparrows so
may be under-represented in the
survey – just a thought… I wonder
if you saw anything different in your
garden?
Janet Martin
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PCC Meeting on 3rd February 2022
New Mission Action Plan : Stewardship and Giving
The meeting was the final special PCC meeting to consider essential
aspects of a new Mission Action Plan (MAP). Miriam wished to
send a copy of the final MAP to Revd. Kate Peacock before she visits
All Saints’ on Sunday 6th March.
Firstly, members considered what the concept of Stewardship might
mean. They concluded that honouring God, responsibility for the
present and the future and giving were central.
Miriam reminded us that Archbishop Rowan Williams had said that
our task in Mission was to find out what God was already doing and
going with it.
The meeting considered a draft Mission Action Plan which drew on
previous discussions. It identified three priority areas for Mission,
namely:
•
a parish youth group for children aged 8-11;
•
expanding the activities and ministry work of the Friday drop-in
cafés;
•
developing informal coffee conversation and study groups for
congregation members, using personal invitation, to encourage
mutual exploration of our faith.
To this list, members added Eco Church; Miriam will work with
Janet Martin on progress.
The meeting then considered what resources will be needed to
develop these priority areas.
Parish Youth Group
Young congregation members to be invited to join;
Finding out what activities would interest young people and
encourage them to join
Getting two younger adults to run the group, and others to contribute
to it
Ask teenagers/older ones to say what they valued about the Youth
Group and invite them to consider helping to run some sessions
Expansion of the Friday Cafés
More people needed to join the rota to run the cafes, bake cakes and/
or provide transport
There may be a need to reimburse the cost of cake ingredients or treat
baked cakes as donations
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Resourcing Conversation/Study Groups
Volunteers to invite people personally to meet up for informal chats,
maybe after services, or other Church activities, either in homes or
cafes/pubs
Discussion subjects could be drawn from Lent courses, services or
weekly Quiet Church or prayer stations,
Newcomers should be included in invitations.
Next Steps
It was agreed that we need to:
•
Hold our Mission work in prayer
•
Share what we want to do and promote it to the congregation
•
Publicise the MAP at services, weekly newsletters, the parish
magazine and at the Friday Cafés
•
Form a Stewardship Group, led by Miriam, to progress future
fundraising activities.
Chris Fagan
PCC Secretary

********************************************************

Friday morning Drop-In Café

Some photos from a busy Friday
morning at the Drop-In Café. Do
come and join us when you can.
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Social and Fundraising Committee Diary
Table Top Sale : Saturday 26th March
Have you had a clear out of your cupboards and have unwanted
possessions you want to find a new home for? Then why not book a
table at our Table Top Sale on Saturday 26th March to sell your
items?

The sale will take place in the Church from 10.00am to 1.00pm and
tables will cost £10 each. To book a table please
email events@croxleygreenallsaints.org
or telephone the Parish Office (01923 772109).
We will have some tables to raise funds for the Church and are
looking for donations of quality Bric-a-Brac (no electrical items
please) along with good condition books, DVDs and CDs which you
can leave in the Parish Office or the Church from Sunday 20th March.

The committee would greatly appreciate some help with manning the
Church tables and also serving refreshments. If you think you can
assist then please let me know. Thank you.
Ann Palmer

Thanksgiving service for John Lumsden
Sunday 24th April at All Saints’ Church
3.00pm
A short, happy and informal service with John’s friends and family.
All are very welcome to attend and stay for tea and cake after the
service.
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Smile Lines from Parish Pump
Disperse them
A young clergyman, fresh out of training, thought it would help him
better understand the harsh realities his future congregations faced if
he first took a job as a policeman for several months. He passed the
physical examination; then came the oral exam to test his ability to
act quickly and wisely in an emergency. Among other questions he
was asked, “What would you do to disperse a frenzied crowd?”
He thought for a moment and then said, “I would pass an offering
plate.” He got the job.
Seen on a birthday card:
Forget about the past,
You can’t change it.
Forget about the future,
You can’t predict it.
Forget about the present,
I didn’t buy you one.
Best
The reporter was interviewing the town’s oldest woman. “And what
do you find is the best thing about being 104?” he asked.
“That’s easy,” she said. “No peer pressure.”
Young and old
A baby-sitter is a teenager acting like an adult, while the adults are
out acting like teenagers.
Hereafter
The minister came to see me the other day. He said that at my age I
should be thinking of the hereafter. I told him, “Oh, I do it all the
time. No matter where I am – in the bedroom, upstairs, in the kitchen,
or down in the basement – I ask myself, ‘Now, what am I here after?'
Attitude
I said I have a can-do attitude …I never said I have a will-do attitude.
Sermon
When a minister rehearses his sermon, is he practising what he
preaches?
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March Prayer Diary
Date

In our Church Family

1st

Brian and Jennifer Clemow

2nd

Maureen Cliff

3rd

Jane Colbourne

4th

Mabel and Peter Creer

5th

Anne and David Duggans

6th

Kathryn and Jemima Duffy

7th

Chris Fagan

8th

Shirley Ford

9th

Pat Foster

10th

Sylvia Furzey

11th

John Galloway

12th

Simon, Tracy, Ian and Charles Galloway

13th

Sarah Gardner

14th

Zoe, Nick, Grace, Freddie and Joseph Goddard

15th

Liz Gowshall
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16th

Richard and Patricia Hall

17th

Anne Harris

18th

Gretel and Ron Hibbert

19th

Francis Hilsden

20th

Matthew, Sarah, Emily and William Hilton-Dennis

21st

Sheila Hiscock

22nd

Phil and Linda Hobbs

23rd

Val Hunt

24th

Valerie Kendle

25th

Margaret and Roger Kircher

26th

Karen, Paul, Amelie and Olivia Jarvis

27th

Carly, Paul, Lucas, Oliver and Finley Johnson

28th

Sam, Simon, Carys and Nerys Jones

29th

Anni and Tom Lowery

30th

Lorraine, Nigel and Isobel McCobb

31st

Jean McLaughlin
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Toddler Group
It was a busy morning at Monday Toddlers the other week, with our
full quota of families present. Snack time arrived and Jane and I were
suddenly aware of the peace that had descended and quickly took the
photo!
Parents and carers alike comment on the friendly atmosphere at this
group. Shirley is always there to give a warm welcome as they arrive,
and Jane puts so much time into preparing age appropriate craft
activities each week. She and rota of helpers take the time to chat
with the adults and offer a listening ear. No wonder there is a waiting
list!
If you would like to help at Toddlers every now and then do give
Jane a call on 01923 492890.
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8th March : Woodbine Willie
bringing love with cigarettes
and the Bible
Here’s a ‘saint’ that the Church of
England remembers from the 1st World
War - the Revd. Geoffrey Studdert
Kennedy MC, or ‘Woodbine Willie’, as
everyone knew this popular, muchloved army chaplain on the Western
Front.
Studdert Kennedy (27th June 1883 – 8th
March 1929) had been born in Leeds as
the seventh of nine children. After
reading divinity and classics at Trinity College Dublin, he’d studied
for ordination at Ripon Clergy College, and served his curacy at
Rugby.

By the time war broke out in 1914, Studdert Kennedy was vicar of
St Paul’s Worcester. He soon volunteered to go to the Western Front
as a chaplain to the army. Life on the front line in the trenches was a
desperate affair, but soon Studdert Kennedy had hit on a way of
bringing a few moments of relief to the stressed-out soldiers: as well
as good cheer he gave out copious amounts of ‘Woodbines’, the
most popular cheap cigarette of the time.
One colleague remembered Kennedy: “he'd come down into the
trenches and say prayers with the men, have a cuppa out of a dirty
tin mug and tell a joke as good as any of us. He was a chain smoker
and always carried a packet of Woodbine cigarettes that he would
give out in handfuls to us lads. That's how he got his nickname. He
came down the trench one day to cheer us up. Had his Bible with
him as usual. Well, I'd been there for weeks, unable to write home,
of course, we were going over the top later that day. I asked him if
he would write to my sweetheart at home, tell her I was still alive
and, so far, in one piece… years later, after the war, she showed me
the letter he'd sent, very nice it was. A lovely letter. My wife kept it
until she died."
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Kennedy was devoted to his men, so much so that in 1917 he was
awarded the Military Cross at Messines Ridge, after running into no
man’s land in order to help the wounded during an attack on the
German frontline.
During the war, Kennedy supported the British military effort with
enthusiasm, but soon after the war, he turned to Christian socialism
and pacifism. He was given charge of St Edmunds in Lombard St,
London, and took to writing a number of poems about his war
experiences: Rough Rhymes of a Padre (1918) and More Rough
Rhymes (1919). He went on to work for the Industrial Christian
Fellowship, for whom he did speaking tours. It was on one of these
tours that he was taken ill, and sadly died in Liverpool in 1929. He
was only 46.
His compassion and generosity in the face of the horrors of the
Western Front was immortalised in the song ‘Absent Friends’:
"Woodbine Willie couldn't rest until he'd/given every bloke a final
smoke/before the killing." He himself had once described his
chaplain’s ministry as taking “a box of fags in your haversack, and a
great deal of love in your heart.”
Parish Pump

FRIDAY DROP-IN CAFÉ
DO YOU LIKE BAKING?

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP US SERVE
OR CLEAR UP ONCE IN A WHILE?

PLEASE CONTACT ANNE OKE - 220782
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Arwork by Alice Tims
with comments added by
our regulars

One of the highlights
of my week! Lovely
people, great chats!
Wonderful cakes!

Dog Friendly

Friday Drop-In Cafe

Very welcoming
and delicious
cakes

Lovely Cakes

Croxley Green Community
Choir, Soloists and Organist
present an informal performance of

Mozart’s Requiem
At
St OSwald’S ChurCh,
Malvern Way, Croxley
Green
Thursday 7th April 2022 at 7:45pm
Free Entry
Conducted by Gerry O’Beirne
Proceeds shared between
St Oswald’s Church and the
Watford Peace Hospice
Donations welcome on the night
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CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST
M.Inst.Ch.P. – HCPC Registered
Advice and Care on all Foot Problems
Clean Sterile Environment
Long Established Practitioner
Recognised by Insurance Companies
Free On-Site Parking
Ground Floor Access

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Mary Devine
Devine Feet Ltd
43, Beechcroft Avenue,
Croxley Green WD3 3EG
01923 25 16 25
www.devinefeet.co.uk

sell your unwanted items or
come along to buy a bargain
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Croxley Green welcomes back Omnia who present another evening of
choral music in collaboration with Christian Aid. Sacred & secular songs in
the church, with a break for cheese & wine, followed by light and popular
songs.
www.omniavoices.com

Saturday 19th March
7.30 for 7.45pm
All Saints’ Church, The Green, Croxley Green
£12.50 each, includes cheese & glass of wine

Tickets available from Chris Gregory 01923 255364 chris.gregory@tecarchitecture.com
or from your Church Christian Aid rep
All profits go to Christian Aid
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All Saints’ Church Hall for Hire
An ideal venue for
parties, sales, quiz nights, dinners, dance and drama.
Details are on our website
www.croxleygreenallsaints.org
Hourly rates for single bookings;
Hall £25
Hall plus kitchen £30
Committee Room £10 Committee Room plus kitchen £15
Kitchen alone £15
Generous discounts for All Saints’ congregation and weekly hirers

Enquiries to:
email hall@croxleygreenallsaints.org
or phone 01923 772109 Tues—Fri 9am—12noon

Graham Spendlove MCFHP, MAHFP
qualified foot health professional
TOE-TAL FOOTCARE
for all the family.

For the treatment of corns, callus, ingrown or thickened
nails, nail trimming and other complaints.
For an appointment that will last between 40 minutes and
1 hour at a cost of £30 in your own home
at a time to suit you.
Book now on 07799 033974
grahamspendlove@yahoo.co.uk
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JAMES PEDDLE LTD

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS
James Peddle is still independently owned and managed.
They pride themselves on giving a caring and
understanding 24 hour personal service.
Home arrangements by appointment
Golden Charter Pre-payment Plans
Probate Advisory Service
10 Moneyhill Parade
Uxbridge Road
Rickmansworth
HERTS WD3 2BE
(01923) 772013

172 New Road
Croxley Green
Rickmansworth
HERTS WD3 3HD
(01923) 775013

51 Lower Road
Chorleywood
HERTS
WD3 5LQ
(01923) 286102

(24 hour service)

Rainbow Cottage Catering
Do you need catering for a party?
Hot or cold meals prepared for you for any occasion including
birthdays, Christenings, weddings, funerals, afternoon tea or just a
‘get together’
Great food, good prices, friendly service!

...and Cakes too !

Large and small cakes for all occasions,
including gluten-free or dairy-free.
Also a wide range of homemade jams, chutneys and other preserves.
Call Janet Martin on 01923 774514
for more details
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Word Search for March

March brings us Lent and Mothering Sunday. Lent is a time of
spiritual self-assessment as we prepare for Easter. It is a time to turn
to God, and grow closer to him. Mothering Sunday reminds us of
not only the mothers that have loved and raised us, but of Mother
Church, who has spiritually loved and nurtured us throughout our
Christian pilgrimage.
How many words can you find on these themes in this month’s Word
Search?

lent
spiritual
Easter
preparation
fasting
prayer
desert
selfdenial

repentance
seeking
finding
growing
mothers
love
care
nurture
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learning
teaching
disciples
worldwide
flowers
thankyou
nursing
family

MAGAZINE EDITORIAL TEAM
Wendy Shafe
Shelagh Booth

441638
779932

Please e-mail contributions to magazine@croxleygreenallsaints.org
by the copy dates below. If you have any queries, please contact one
of the team above. Thank you.

Final copy date:
MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTOR: Fran Bennett
This month's cover is a design from Parish Pump
Acknowledgement
Unless otherwise stated, pictures are taken from Parish Pump or else they
are produced by members of the magazine team.
We encourage articles from a wide range of contributors and the
opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the editors.

27

Choir :

Sarah Guest, Anne Oke and
Sam Beard

Hall Bookings:

hall@croxleygreenallsaints.org
Tel: 772109

Electoral Roll Officer:
Chris Fagan

Tel: 720319

Planned Giving Officer:
Janet Martin

Tel: 774514

Youth Group:
Revd. Canon Miriam

Tel: 772109

Parent and Toddler Club Contacts:
Monday:
Jane Bates

Tel: 492890

Guides, Brownies and Rainbows:
Contact

girlguiding.croxley@gmail.com

Badminton/Games Group
Chris Oke

Tel:220782

Email:office@croxleygreenallsaints.org
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