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June 2022
Revd. Canon Miriam writes:

Dear Friends

Summer is here bringing a very busy and exciting time for All Saints’
Church.
Croxley Revels returns on 18th June after an absence of 3 years due to
Covid restrictions. As always, we will be having a church stall where
we will be promoting our Anniversary Service and the Flower
Festival amongst other things. If you are able to help in any way
please speak to me. It would be great to have a good team of
volunteers to get the stall up, manage during the afternoon and clear
away afterwards.
The following Sunday, 26th June, we are looking forward to
welcoming the Bishop of St Albans, Bishop Alan, to lead our Service
of Thanksgiving and Celebration for the 150th anniversary of the
opening of our Church. The service will be at 3pm. The Lord
Lieutenant of Hertfordshire, Mr Robert Voss CBE, will also be in
attendance. Everyone is welcome to attend this very special service.
The service will be followed by afternoon tea and donations of homemade cakes would be most welcome. Please let me know if you are
able to help with this.
Looking further ahead to Sunday 3rd July, our curate Paul will be
ordained as a priest at St Andrew’s Church Chorleywood at 11am.
There will be no morning service at All Saints’ on this day but there
will be a service of Holy Communion at 6pm where Paul will preside
for the first time. You are very welcome at both of these services.
Look out for details to sign up for the morning service at St
Andrew’s.
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There are still spaces for anyone who would like to do a flower
display for our Flower Festival on 16-17th July. Please speak to Janet
Martin. Also tell your friends and neighbours about it.
There is a concert during the evening of 16th July organised by Vicky
Vandy. More details about this are available further on in this
magazine. Please come along and enjoy an evening listening to a live
orchestra in our Church.

With my love and prayers
Miriam

Parish Register and Records
FUNERALS
7th May

Joanna SWANN aged 91 years

10th May

Bernard NEWMAN aged 78 years

Smile Lines from Parish Pump
Don’t fool me
A three-year-old put his shoes on by himself. His mother noticed the
left was on the right foot. She said, “Sam, your shoes are on the
wrong feet.”
He looked up at her and said, “Don’t kid me, Mum, I KNOW they’re
my feet.”
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Virtual Balloon Race
As announced last month, as part of the 150th Anniversary events
we will be holding another Virtual Balloon Race.
A virtual race works in the same way as a helium balloon race,
but the balloons fly around their own virtual island rather than
in the atmosphere. We held a very successful, and competitive,
race 2 years ago and thought we would have a re-run!

The balloons will be ‘released’ on Sunday 26th June at 12.00 noon
to fly around the virtual island. Every hour, each balloon
randomly travels between 1km and 20km. At the end of the race
on Sunday 3rd July at 12.00 noon, the owner of the balloon which
has travelled the farthest will win a £50 Amazon voucher, with a
2nd prize of a £20 voucher and 3rd prize of a £10 voucher.
Winners will be notified and names put on our website.
Each balloon will cost £5. As the race is starting on the 150th
Anniversary of the Consecration of the Church, we would love to
sell at least 150 balloons. When you purchase your balloon, you
can choose your own colour and add your own message to put on
the tag. Why not buy one each for your children and
grandchildren? Or be part of the race yourself; maybe have a
mini race within your family? This was very popular last time,
with family members around the world competing against each
other.
You can purchase balloons online and once the race has started
you can track your balloons using our own race page which is
below:www.balloonrace.com/Allsaints
For those who don’t have internet access and would like to
purchase a balloon, please contact the Parish Office on 01923
772109. You will be asked to provide your name, contact number,
choice of colour and the nickname you would like to use for the
balloon and, if you wish, an optional message. Alternatively, you
can pick up a form to complete with your details. We will then
put your balloon details into the website for you.
Ann Palmer
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June : Double Celebrations!
This month All Saints’ is sharing its 150th
celebrations with Queen Elizabeth II’s
Platinum Jubilee which celebrates 70 years
since her accession to the throne.
All Saints’ was built in 1872, during Queen
Victoria’s reign and Victoria is the only other
British monarch to have reigned for more than
60 years.
Elizabeth II’s reign has seen 70 years of
unprecedented social and technological change. Her longevity
“makes her an object of global fascination, bordering on incredulity.”
Fourteen Prime Ministers have served during her reign, starting with
Sir Winston Churchill. Many of us cannot remember any other
monarch.

Much has been written about the Queen’s strong Christian faith,
which has been a mainstay of her long life. At the root of her faith is
her regular church attendance, using the Book of Common Prayer.
She has a preference for Matins over Holy Communion (which she
receives only occasionally.) She has revitalised the 800 year old
Royal Maundy ritual, based on Christ’s Last Supper. Every Church of
England Cathedral now has held this richly symbolic event, where
the recipients of the Maundy money are no longer the needy but
people with a long record of service to their local church and
community.
At weekends, different preachers are often invited to speak at the
Sunday service she is attending at Windsor, or Sandringham or
Balmoral, (followed by lunch with the Royal Family.) All are
encouraged to keep their sermons inside seven minutes. A few get
repeat invitations, like the American evangelist Billy Graham.
George W. Bush, the former American President, believes that the
Queen’s
faith
has
been
central
to
her
success.
She is now one of the only major (non-religious) figures in national
public life who is entirely comfortable speaking in public about God
and about a personal faith in Jesus Christ.
4

In her 2019 Christmas message she said, “ Not all of us can do great
things. But we can do small things with great love”, quoting a
favourite saying of Mother Teresa of Calcutta. She went on to say
that Christ’s example has helped her to see the value of doing small
things with great love. In 2018 in a speech after his transition from a
helicopter pilot to full-time royal duties, the Duke of Cambridge
spoke of the lessons he had learned from both his parents: “big and
small acts of generosity form the glue of our society.”
Shelagh Booth
********************************************************

All Saint’ Church History Project

A couple of years ago John Galloway suggested that to celebrate the
150th (sesquicentennial) anniversary of All Saints’ being consecrated
in June 1872 a new history of the church should be written and
published.
A small group of local people interested in this project was formed.
Some of the meetings have had to be via Zoom; some socially
distanced, wearing masks, in the Church and many emails have gone
back and forth.
A local publisher, Greg Hills, a keen historian, has also agreed to
help with editing and publishing.
Many miles have been travelled and hours spent gathering research,
from the Church Records held at Hertfordshire Archives and Local
Studies (HALS), from Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge, from
Lambeth Palace, from our own archive room which holds all the
bound copies of Parish Magazines, the Croxley Green History
website and many other people and places too numerous to mention
here.
Jude in the office has often balanced very precariously on a chair to
get down a required Parish magazine and Andrew Nobbs has been
helpful sharing his research on many historical details.
The first part of this project is going to be in the form of a pamphlet
which should be available very soon. The second part will be a
history of the Church right up to the present day.
Shelagh Booth
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Morning Prayer Psalm and Bible Readings
June 2022
Date
Psalm
Reading
Wednesday
1st June
Thursday
2nd June
Friday
3rd June
Saturday
4th June
Sunday
5th June
Pentecost
Monday
6th June
Tuesday
7th June
Wednesday
8th June
Thursday
9th June
Friday
10th June
Saturday
11th June
Barnabas the Apostle
Sunday
12th June
Trinity Sunday
Monday
13th June
Tuesday
14th June

29

Luke 8 v 16-25

24

Luke 8 v 26-39

28

Luke 8 v 40 -end

43

Luke 9 v 1-17

104
v26-36

Acts 2 v 1-21

126

Luke 9 v 18-27

132

Luke 9 v 28-36

119
v153-end
143

Luke 9 v 37-50
Luke 9 v 51-end

144
100
112

Acts 4 v 32-end

8

John 16 v 12-15

1

Luke 10 v 25-37

5

Luke 10 v 38-end

Luke 10 v 1-16
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Date

Psalm

Reading

Wednesday
15th June
Thursday
16th June
Friday
17th June
Saturday
18th June
Sunday
19th June
Monday
20th June
Tuesday
21st June
Wednesday
22nd June
Thursday
23rd June
Friday
24th June
Birth of John
the Baptist
Saturday
25th June

119
v 1-32

Luke 11 v 1-13

15

Luke 11 v 14-28

19

Luke 11 v 29-36

23

Luke 11 v 37-end

42

Luke 8 v 26-39

30

Luke 12 v 1-12

36

Luke 12 v 13-21

34

Luke 12 v 22-31

37

Luke 12 v 32-40

149

Luke 3 v 1-17

42

Luke 12 v 49-end

Sunday
26th June
Monday
27th June
Tuesday
28th June
Wednesday
29th June
Thursday
30th June

77 v 1-2,
11-end
44

Luke 9 v 51-end

48

Luke 13 v 10-21

71

Matthew 16 v 13-19

57

Luke 14 v 1-11
7

Luke 13 v 1-9

A Leap of Faith

The building of All Saints’ 1868-1872
This article is composed of some extracts from a new history of All
Saints’ written to accompany the Church’s 150th birthday by a group
of local historians and Church members.
All Saints’ Church is an unbroken link to a virtually unrecognisable
time in the 1870s when the parish was mostly farmland and largely
pre-mechanical. This year, 2022, marks the 150th anniversary of its
consecration by the Right Reverend Thomas Legh Claughton, Bishop
of Rochester, on Tuesday 25th June 1872. All Saints’ is today one of
the 335 parishes and the Church, one of the 411 church buildings of
the St Alban’s Diocese, itself one of the 42 Church of England
dioceses. When All Saints’ was built, however, the Church was part
of the Rochester Diocese; the Diocese of St Albans not being created
until 1877, with Bishop Legh becoming its first bishop.
We can probably trace the origins of All Saints’ to a meeting held on
October 17th 1868 at ‘Highfield’ on Scots Hill, the home of Isaac
Warwick, 4 years later one of All Saints’ first two Church Wardens.
The meeting decided to build a ‘Chapel of Ease’ or mission church, to
the Mother Church of St Mary the Virgin Rickmansworth, and to
apply to Gonville and Caius College Cambridge for a site. The
College was then Lord of the Manor of Croxley which it had owned
since a few years after the Reformation in the mid 16th century.
Papers held in the Church of England Archives at Lambeth Palace
record that in July 1871 the Ecclesiastical Commissioners were
approached by Lord Ebury and the Reverend Alleyne Barker, vicar of
Rickmansworth, for an endowment of a proposed new ‘Ecclesiastical
District’. In other words, they were asking if a brand new parish
could be carved out of the existing very old parish perhaps dating
back to Anglo-Saxon times. They enclosed a copy of a circular from a
Committee established for the provision of a ‘chapel of ease’ within
the Rickmansworth parish. The circular included a list of subscribers
and said that Gonville and Caius College Cambridge had agreed to
provide a half-acre site for the Church. Things had moved on though.
An Ecclesiastical District was a distinct step up. The pitch was no
longer for a chapel within the Rickmansworth parish relying on its
mother church for ministry; but if granted, as it was, it was now
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for a parish in its own
right with a set
boundary,
the
prospect of a minister
of its own and an
endowment to pay for
one.
Later, part of the
parish of Watford was
transferred to the new
district. Because the
new parish had now
been carved out of two existing parishes rather than the one originally
envisaged, it was re-designated as a ‘Consolidated Chapelry’. It was
as such that it took effect as an ‘Order in Council’ on 15th October
1872 in the presence of Queen Victoria at Balmoral, attended by the
Privy Council, as recorded three days later in the London Gazette.

John Norton had been chosen as architect of the new church. He was
one of a number of distinguished architects much involved in
Victorian church restoration and building.
His design was for a church in the Early English or ‘First Pointed
Gothic’ style. It harked back to the first flowering of the English
Gothic style of the 12th and 13th centuries. It had a single nave 63
feet long, 25 feet wide and 40 feet high, and a chancel. Nave and
chancel had an open wood beamed ceiling (much later regrettably
panelled over). The building was red brick on the inside, stone on the
outside.
An application for permission to build was made to the Incorporated
Society for the Enlargement, Building and Repairing of Churches and
Chapels. It included the ground plan of the church. Seating for 265
people was specified, including “168 seats for the use of the poorer
inhabitants of the parish”. The plan showed 17 rows of pews on the
north side and 21 on the south; 7 seats to a pew therefore. The
Society approved the plan, gave £60 towards the building, but firmly
specified no ‘appropriated seats’. The pews are said to have been
brought from an unused church in Somerset but no record of that has
been found.
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The foundation stone was laid by Lord Ebury, using a silver trowel
presented for the purpose. It was, it can be inferred from accounts of
the time, an upmarket occasion. Building was completed by mid1872 and the Church consecrated. Astley Roberts, chaplain to Oxhey
Chapel, was inducted as All Saints’ first vicar, Isaac Warwick and
William Southey its first Church Wardens. The first baptisms
followed quickly: on 7th July 1872: those of John, Elizabeth and
Samuel Woodward, and of Thomas King; and next month on 14th
August: William Banting and James Edward Hathway. The first
Marriages, however, were not until the following year. The first entry
in the register was on New Year’s Day, Wednesday 1st January 1873,
when the marriage took place between George Thomas Bunce,
coachman, 24 years, and Eliza Ann Ewington, spinster 27 years; the
second on 29th March between James Dimmock bachelor 19 years
and Mary Ann Element spinster 20 years.
Thus All Saints’ Church and its parish were born. The future was not
known nor could be. Their creation was an act - perhaps a leap - of
faith. Justified? Here we are 150 years on and going strong.
John Galloway
********************************************************

Christian Aid Collection
A huge thank you to the 15 volunteers who
gave of their time to deliver Christian Aid
envelopes to the roads that we were allocated,
and those who offered their homes as ‘drop
off’ points for envelopes. The total collected
will not be known before the print date of this magazine.
On Friday 20th May,
donations from the Drop-in
Café went to Christian Aid.
A magnificent total of
£158.50 was raised. Thank
you for your support
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A (Royal) Dog’s Life
We dogs, who live with royal folk
Who feel Her Maj’s royal stroke;
We like to hear important talk
Of dinner time, and our next walk.
But lately there’s been so much rushing
People bowing, people fussing.
Trumpets blare and soldiers shout
What is all the noise about?
No-one thinks of corgis’ needs
Like, where’s our bone, and where’s our
leads?
We’re not allowed a doggy romp
‘Midst all the pageantry and pomp!
Adding to our canine woes
They all wear their finest clothes,
So we’re all stuck behind closed doors
Lest we might smudge them with our paws.
But things will come to settle down.
It’s life, when Mistress wears a crown;
Yes, it will pass, you all will see
This business of the Jubilee.
So, we shall wag our doggy tails!
Be happy, like the Prince of Wales!
We think the Boss has done just fine
Being Queen for all this time!
By Nigel Beeton
Nigel Beeton writes: There will be pages and pages of text looking at the
Jubilee and Her Majesty’s reign from all angles. But hang on – we may have
overlooked a very important angle on the Jubilee!!!
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June Prayer Diary
Date

In our Church Family

1st

Karen, Paul, Amelie and Olivia Jarvis

2nd

Carly, Paul, Lucas, Oliver and Finley Johnson

3rd

Sam, Simon, Carys and Nerys Jones

4th

Anni and Tom Lowery

5th

Lorraine, Nigel and Isobel McCobb

6th

Jean McLaughlin

7th

Sue and Roger McKeague

8th

James McShane

9th

Gill and Brian Maine

10th

Jude, Yin and Alex Man

11th

Jane, Ed, Joseph and Ben Manning

12th

Janet, Graham, Zoe and Samantha Martin

13th

Miriam and Rao Mugan

14th

Judith and David Muir

15th

Valerie and Michael Murray
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16th

Faith Nazir

17th

Sheila Newman

18th

Andrew Nobbs

19th

Anne and Chris Oke

20th

Margaret and Dick Paddick

21st

Ann and Lyndon Palmer

22nd

Paul, Sui and Kelly Palmer

23rd

Francesca Sams

24th

Wendy Shafe

25th

Revd. Anne and Don Shaw

26th

Dorothy Sims

27th

Anthony and Mary Smith

28th

Jean Spencer

29th

Jo Sterk

30th

Marjorie and Tommy Stevenson
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All Saints’ Flower Festival Weekend
16th and 17th July
The date for our celebration Flower Festival is drawing near and
plans are coming together.
As many of you will
have seen, we have
made fantastic progress
with
our
knitted,
crocheted and fabric
flowers and hundreds
have been sewn onto
netting to drape over the Church porch
and down the side of the Church for the
dedication service on 26th June leading
up to the Flower Festival.
A huge
thank you to everyone who has been
involved with this. I can’t wait to see it
all in place!

The Flower Festival, with a theme of ‘Our Village’, will take place
on Saturday 16th and Sunday 17th July, with the Church being open to
visitors throughout both days. Many local organisations have agreed
to have a display at the festival so we are looking forward to seeing
the Church full of colour and beautiful flowers.
To add to the flowers, we hope that local musicians and singers will
perform for a small amount of time
each during both days to add
background interest and atmosphere.
There will also be tea and cake served
in the garden
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All Saints’ Church
150th Anniversary Concert
Saturday 16th July at 7.30pm in the Church
Tickets : £7.50 for adults and £5 for under 12’s.
Refreshments will be served in the garden during the interval.
Booking online at www.croxleygreenallsaints.org/
Groups/377742/150th_Anniversary_Events.aspx or via the office.
Come and enjoy an amazing concert of light classics, performed
by ‘The Festival Chamber Orchestra’ organised by Vicky Vandy.

Can you spare some time to help?
We are looking for your support for this weekend of events in various
ways. We really need a lot of volunteers: to help us design and put
displays together, as welcomers to give out programmes, to make
cakes, to serve teas, to set up and put down gazebos, and to advertise
it to friends and family so they come along to what promises to be a
great celebration of our Church.
If you are able to offer an hour or two to help us, please contact me,
Andrew Nobbs, Kelly Buckle or Fran Bennett.
Janet Martin

150th Anniversary Service of Celebration
26th June 2022 at 3pm
The PCC of All Saints’ Church would like to
invite you to a service of celebration for the
150th Anniversary of the opening of our Church
followed by Afternoon Tea.

RSVP by Friday 10th June
Email: office@croxleygreenallsaints.org or phone 772109
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Report from the PCC Meeting on 5th May 2022
PCC Membership 2022/23
Following the elections at the Annual Meeting, the PCC membership
is:
Revd. Miriam and Revd. Paul (clergy, not elected)
Anne Oke and Lyndon Palmer, the Churchwardens
Deanery Synod lay representatives : Fran Bennett and Shirley Ford
Lay members (elected) : Jane Bates; Sam Beard; Nik Bennett; Chris
Fagan; John Galloway; Sam Jones; Janet Martin; Andrew Nobbs and
Ann Palmer.
The PCC also appointed members to its committees and working
groups and also to posts with particular responsibilities, as follows:
Lay Vice-Chair : Nik Bennett
Assistant Churchwardens : Nik Bennett and Ann Palmer
PCC Secretary : Chris Fagan
PCC Treasurer : Andrew Nobbs
Planned Giving Officer : Janet Martin
Safeguarding officer : Anne Oke
Assistant Safeguarding Officer : Sam Jones
Health and Safety Officer : Ann Palmer
Electoral Roll Officer : Chris Fagan
The PCC wants to encourage people to find out about its work and to
think about possibly joining in. If you want to know more about any
of the jobs listed, please speak to any of the people above.
Appointment of Sidespersons for 2022/23
Shelagh Booth; Rae Bowyer; Val Hunt; Valerie Kendle; Sue
McKeague; Janet Martin; Andrew Nobbs, Ann Palmer, Francesca
Sams and Jo Sterk.
Communion Assistants
These are new posts created to assist with administration of the bread
and wine at Sunday and Thursday communion, by offering the
chalice to communicants taking the wine. The PCC voted to appoint
the following people, whose names will be submitted to the Bishop:
Jane Bates; Fran Bennett; Alick Burge; Richard Hall; Anne Oke;
Chris Oke and Lyndon Palmer.

Finance report
Andrew our Treasurer reported that although expenditure exceeded
income for the year so far, this was in line with the agreed budget.
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He thought we will need to look carefully for ways to maximise our
income during the rest of the year.
Safeguarding
Anne Oke reported that online training for PCC members was
proceeding. Training would also be needed for any parishioners who
were supervising activities involving children, young people or
vulnerable adults
Maintenance, repair or alteration of Church premises
The PCC adopted a procedure for reporting and managing issues
requiring action to deal with these matters, to ensure the Vicar and
the Churchwardens Team were kept informed.
Church fire risk assessment and action plan
The Churchwardens have completed a fire risk assessment and
action plan to comply with statutory requirements. The action plan
includes posting of notices of fire risks, exits, information about
dealing with a fire and the need to train wardens in procedures, with
fire drills to practise evacuation of the buildings. The PCC felt that
training for wardens in operating fire extinguishers will also be
needed.
Buildings
John Galloway reported on progress of work to install engraved
glass panels for the extended balustrade and ramp, for a slate plaque
for the Memorial Doors and for works to complete the flooring of
the north nave near the font. The PCC approved funding for this
work and for works to repair storm damage to the church and hall
roofs. Replacement of broken window panes in the church and
repairs to the asphalt drive at the junction with All Saints’ Lane are
being pursued.
Items from Committees
The Communications Group has obtained four additional contactless
payment card readers for use at major services and fundraising
events. The Social and Fundraising Committee is seeking volunteers
to staff the All Saints’ stall at the Croxley Revels on Saturday 18
June. The 150th Anniversary Planning Group will be sending out
personal invitations to attend the Anniversary Service taking place
on Sunday 26 June.
Chris Fagan PCC Secretary
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In Conversation with Gretel Hibbert
Gretel is a very keen gardener
and could name almost all of
the shrubs in my garden. Very
impressive, particularly as
German is her mother tongue
and she lived and went to
school in Germany until almost
18, only coming to England in
1959, aged 17, initially for one
year. Her plan was to then go
back to Germany to train to be a
probation officer for troubled
adolescents, a course which
required her to be 18, but she
said God had other plans for
her.
She told me she was born in
Poland, near Lodz, but both her
parents were German. Her father had been conscripted into the
German army in WW2, where he was a medical orderly, but he died
of typhoid fever before the war ended. This left her mother a widow,
returning to Germany as a refugee, taking Gretel aged about 3 years
old with her on the journey but leaving her older brother in Poland.
Her mother sounds an amazing woman; twice widowed, faced with
difficult decisions when the Russians started to move into Poland in
1944/5 and walking with Gretel most of the way to Bremen, a town
south of Hamburg, where Gretel then lived until she came to
England. Her mother, who had lived through both World Wars died
aged 98. She did record her mother’s memories on an old miniWalkman in the 1980s and would love someone to help her digitalise
the mini tapes which she can no longer play as Walkmans have been
replaced with more modern technology.
Gretel arrived in England to work as a housekeeper for an invalided
lady who lived in Letchmore Heath. A friend,she had met at church in
Germany had written to her to see if she would take her place.
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Gretel arrived in the summer of 1959, and she remembers the sun
shone every day, even though she had been told by people in
Germany that it only rained in England. She fell in love with
England and never lived in Germany again.
She was introduced to an evangelical church in Watford (by the
friend who had told her about the job as housekeeper ) and this is
where she was to meet Ron, whose father was the Minister there.
She then spent 3 years training to be a SRN nurse at Watford
General. My husband, who joined us for coffee, asked Gretel if she
had experienced any anti-German feeling at that time, but she said
‘not at all’.
She trained as a nurse at the Peace Memorial Hospital ( now the
Peace Hospice) and finished her training age 21. She received her
results from her final nursing exam a week before her wedding to
Ron. She then worked as a Staff Nurse at Watford Hospital
(Shrodells) for the next 19 years.
I really enjoyed my chat with Gretel and my husband said he could
have listened to her stories for longer. Thanks Gretel!
Shelagh Booth
*******************************************************

Social and Fundraising Committee Diary
18th June : Croxley Revels

As announced in last month’s magazine, All Saints’ will be having
a stall at this year’s Croxley Revels and the committee would really
appreciate your help.
If you can help set up, man the stall or help dismantling afterwards
it would be much appreciated. There will be a sign up sheet at the
back of the Church from the beginning of June or speak to myself or
any other member of the committee. Even if you can only manage
half an hour that would be a great help.
We would also appreciate help on Wednesday 15th June in making
some large cakes to sell on the Revels stall. There will be a morning
and afternoon session. Please speak to Janet Martin if you can help
with the baking.
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All Saints’ Church Hall for Hire
An ideal venue for
parties, sales, quiz nights, dinners, dance and drama.
Details are on our website
www.croxleygreenallsaints.org
Hourly rates for single bookings;
Hall £25
Hall plus kitchen £30
Committee Room £10 Committee Room plus kitchen £15
Kitchen alone £15
Generous discounts for All Saints’ congregation and weekly hirers

Enquiries to:
email hall@croxleygreenallsaints.org
or phone 01923 772109 Tues—Fri 9am—12noon

Graham Spendlove MCFHP, MAHFP
qualified foot health professional
TOE-TAL FOOTCARE
for all the family.

For the treatment of corns, callus, ingrown or thickened
nails, nail trimming and other complaints.
For an appointment that will last between 40 minutes and
1 hour at a cost of £40 in your own home
at a time to suit you.
Book now on 07799 033974
grahamspendlove@yahoo.co.uk
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My pilgrimage to Santiago
Not sure when I decided to go on a pilgrimage to Santiago, I just
thought I had to do something different . I booked it all in early
February to go in late April /May. I was only going to do the last
stage from Sarria to Santiago, some 115km over six days. My
training consisted of walking around Cassiobury Park between 6km
and 10km when I could. I was flying from Stansted Airport so I
booked to park nearby. As with all good plans, I found the company I
booked to park my car had closed and had to use Stansted Airport
long term car park instead. I parked the car and caught the shuttle bus
to the airport and checked in. I was on my way.
The flight was good and I was soon landing at Santiago Airport. I got
my backpack and luggage and headed out to catch the bus to Sarria;
there was a tourist information desk so in my best Spanish I asked her
where I could catch the bus to Sarria she smiled and in her best
English pointed through the window as the bus went past. The next
bus was not due for another 5 hours and so she suggested I take the
local bus to Santiago to get something to eat and drink as the bus
station is only 10 minutes walk away so I did. I got off the bus but
decided to have a look at the Cathedral. I have to say you can not be
prepared for the overwhelming size and splendour of the Cathedral.
I got to the bus station and got on the bus to Lugo. Because it was
Sunday, there were no buses going to Sarria from there and I had to
get a second bus in Lugo to Sarria. I changed over at Lugo and had to
wait in the bus station for next bus. As I was sitting on a bench with
my backpack watching people coming and going with their luggage, I
just realised my luggage was still on the bus! I quickly went outside lucky for me the bus was still there but no driver. I asked in my best
Spanish and a few people pointed back inside to the ticket office.
Lucky for me, the driver had taken my suitcase off and left it in the
ticket office. My suitcase and I were reunited.
Arriving in Sarria, I checked Google maps to see where my hotel
was. It showed it was 1 hour and 50 mins away. Oh the despair. No
one was around to ask. I looked for the street names; as I looked
behind me the street name was the same as my hotel address; my
hotel was really only 5 minutes away.
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After I had booked into the hotel I went to get something to eat and
explore. It seems Sarria was put on the map because King Alfonso lX
of Leon died there in 1230 while making a pilgrimage to Santiago De
Compostela.
Next day I set off for Portomarin, some 22km away. As I walked up
my first hill (many more to come) I looked back down the valley to
Sarria - there was morning mist still to be seen, the sun was above the
horizon, there was no one else around just the stillness of the day and
a background noise of the local birds singing. That was not the first
time nor the last time I got quite emotional. I’m not sure if it was
because I was starting my pilgrimage or missing my friends and
family or as Miriam would say I had a God moment. I carried on
walking for the rest of the day; the scenery was amazing. I passed a
few pilgrims going in the same direction but most of the walk was
done alone: plenty of time to reflect. I arrived in Portomarin by
2.30pm, got to my hotel and had a siesta.
Later that day, I explored Portomarin. The original village was
flooded when they built a new reservoir. The local 12th century
church was moved brick by brick to its new location. My best friend
and neighbour was diagnosed with lupus just before I went away on
my pilgrimage so I said to Himali I would say a prayer and light a
candle for her. To my surprise, the 12th century church used 21st
century technology -electric candles!
Next day I set off for Palas De Rei some 25km away. As always, the
road leads upwards. 740m at its highest point. Most Camino signs
point upwards. I feel some days I am walking to heaven.
I arrived in Palas De Rei, not much to see here, it is a modern town
but as always there is an historic church. I managed light a real
candle and say a prayer. I had a local delicacy; cubes of pork laid on
top of pomme frites fried in olive oil. It was very nice. I cannot say
Spain is known for its culinary delights but they do try.
The following day I was off to Melide, only 15km away. I am still
going up hill at this point. I am saying to myself that if I have to
climb another hill tomorrow I will cry (needless to say, next day I
was crying). The scenery, as always, was marvellous. On reaching the
town, you go over an old stone bridge with a wonderful river flowing
underneath with cascading waterfalls. I had plenty of time for a siesta
as there not much to see here.
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The next day I was off to Arzua, up hill as always. I forgot to mention
that, as I go from town to town, I have to collect a minimum of 2
stamps in my passport of the Camino. You can collect at shops, hotels
restaurants and even churches and it so happens on this part of my
walk I stopped to get a stamp from a church which turned out to be
the very church dedicated to pilgrims. The local priest gave me a
prayer card of St James on the front and the Pilgrim’s Prayer on the
back.
When I got to the hotel at 1pm it was all locked up so I phoned and
asked in my best Spanish ‘can I get into my room please?’ The
woman on the other end of the phone said a lot back to me in Spanish
that I did not understand at all but luckily for me her son understood
my English/Spanish and said they would be there shortly - but this is
Spain, shortly could be next day. They arrived 30 minutes later. The
room was lovely and worth waiting for. I had a nice meal of pork
slices and pomme frites, washed down with a couple of glasses of
cerveza and then off to bed.
The next day I was off to Rua, some 20 km away - still going up hill.
The scenery was still marvellous. I was making good time but walked
past the village I was staying at and had to walk back another 2 km. I
retired early as the next day I was off to Santiago De Compostela.
Finally, the last part of my pilgrimage to Santiago. It was the hottest
day; blue sky and sunshine throughout the 20km to the finish line.
I arrived late afternoon into the
Square. Looking up at the
Cathedral, I felt so grateful I’d
finished and proud of what I had
achieved. I went to the office to get
my certificate for completing the
Pilgrimage
to
Santiago
De
Compostela and was just so happy.
The next day I attended the Pilgrim
Mass inside the Cathedral. The
Cathedral
was
even
more
impressive inside than outside. I
was able to take the sacrament and
see the Holy Relics of St. James in
the crypt.
James McShane
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JAMES PEDDLE LTD

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS
James Peddle is still independently owned and managed.
They pride themselves on giving a caring and
understanding 24 hour personal service.
Home arrangements by appointment
Golden Charter Pre-payment Plans
Probate Advisory Service
10 Moneyhill Parade
Uxbridge Road
Rickmansworth
HERTS WD3 2BE
(01923) 772013

172 New Road
Croxley Green
Rickmansworth
HERTS WD3 3HD
(01923) 775013

51 Lower Road
Chorleywood
HERTS
WD3 5LQ
(01923) 286102

(24 hour service)

Rainbow Cottage Catering
Do you need catering for a party?
Hot or cold meals prepared for you for any occasion including
birthdays, Christenings, weddings, funerals, afternoon tea or just a
‘get together’
Great food, good prices, friendly service!

...and Cakes too !

Large and small cakes for all occasions,
including gluten-free or dairy-free.
Also a wide range of homemade jams, chutneys and other preserves.
Call Janet Martin on 01923 774514
for more details
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From the Consecration of All Saints’ 150 years ago

26

27

MAGAZINE EDITORIAL TEAM
Wendy Shafe
Shelagh Booth

441638
779932

Please e-mail contributions to magazine@croxleygreenallsaints.org
by the copy dates below. If you have any queries, please contact one
of the team above. Thank you.

Final copy date:

15th June
15th July
15th August

for
for
for

July
August
September

MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTOR: Fran Bennett
This month's cover is a design from Parish Pump
Acknowledgement
Unless otherwise stated, pictures are taken from Parish Pump or else they
are produced by members of the magazine team.
We encourage articles from a wide range of contributors and the
opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the editors.
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Choir :

Parish Safeguarding Officer
Anne Oke

Sarah Guest, Anne Oke and
Sam Beard

Tel: 220782
safeguarding@croxleygreenallsaints.org

Hall Bookings:

hall@croxleygreenallsaints.org
Tel: 772109

Electoral Roll Officer:
Chris Fagan

Tel: 720319

Planned Giving Officer:
Janet Martin

Tel: 774514

Youth Group:
Revd. Canon Miriam

Tel: 772109

Parent and Toddler Club Contacts:
Monday:
Jane Bates

Tel: 492890

Guides, Brownies and Rainbows:
Contact

girlguiding.croxley@gmail.com

Badminton/Games Group
Chris Oke

Tel:220782

Email:office@croxleygreenallsaints.org
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