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Sunday Worship in Church 

8am Holy Communion BCP   
 (Second Sunday of the Month) 

9.45am Parish Communion 

Weekdays 

Morning Prayers 8am in Church 
Wednesday 

Thursday 9.30am Holy Communion 
                                                                                                    

   

The Church is Open Daily for private 
prayer and meditation. 

The Parish Office is open for enquiries 
from 9am to 12 noon, Tuesday to Friday.  
Answerphone available outside  these 
hours.                    Tel: 772109

Parish Administrator:       Judith Man      
 

Website:www.croxleygreenallsaints.org 

Email:office@croxleygreenallsaints.org 

Magazine 
magazine@croxleygreenallsaints.org 

 

Associate Priest: 

Revd. Paul Palmer           Tel: 07740871289 

Assistant Curate 
Tolu George           Tel: 07368890843 

Churchwardens 

Lyndon Palmer                      Tel:  720856 

Anne Oke                                 Tel:  220782 

Assistant Churchwardens: 

Ann Palmer           Tel: 720856
Gill Main          

Sacristan: 

Chris Oke           Tel: 220782
Assistant:    Chris Fagan           Tel: 720319 

 

Parochial Church Council:
Secretary: Chris Fagan   Tel: 720319 

Treasurer: Andrew Nobbs
                                                                                   Tel: 770039 

Hall hire email; 
hall@croxleygreenallsaints.org 

All Saints'
 Croxley 
Green 
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Dear Friends, 

There is a familiar refrain in our home; it goes something like this: “You said 
you’d do (insert an activity, a meal out or a movie night), don’t you 
remember?” I can't remember agreeing to be the driver and the cash machine, 
but my children know just when to ask, so I say yes without much thought 
and commit myself. This scenario has never happened to my husband – he is 
a pro at saying No!  

My husband tells me to write down my plans for the week in our family 
calendar so everyone can help me remember my commitments, but I seem to 
have a knack for not remembering to do that little task, which means I 
suddenly remember a meeting two hours before it begins. Date night is once 
again rescheduled. And I tell my dear husband I will do better next time.  

November is the month we remember – we gather as a community to 
remember those who have died at our Service of Remembrance for Departed 
loved ones on Saturday 31st October; we remember the service and sacrifices 
of the Armed Forces community from the UK and the Commonwealth and 
those who have lost their lives on Sunday 8th November; and we are reminded 
of our own mortality as another year comes to an end. 

Remembering is good – the capacity to recall what has been, the joys and 
delights of the year, the exciting events in our church calendar, and wonderful 
memories of summer holidays. And yet, for some of us, the memories are 
tinged with sadness as we remember those who will never be at another family 
event again. We live in the tension of holding on to memories that bring us 
joy and some that remind us of the joy we’ve lost.  

The Christian act of remembrance moves us between the joys and loss we 
experience, from despair and sadness to joy and hope. That is what the 
psalmists do when they lament – they proclaim God’s goodness in the midst 
of painful memories.  

In our lifetimes, we will experience these movements often. This movement 
is enacted every Sunday when we gather around the Lord’s table for 
Communion; we proclaim the Lord's death until He comes again. We move 
from death to hope!  
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There is another kind of remembering – the memories of what we have not 
done so well. The Book of Common Prayer (BCP) speaks of the misdoings 
that weigh heavily on us - the remembrance of them is grievous unto us; the 
burden of them is intolerable. The soul cries out, Have mercy upon us, have 
mercy upon us, most merciful Father; for Thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s 
sake forgive us all that is past; 

Our minds have the tendency to remember the not-so-good times. We focus 
on our failures and we look to the future through those lenses. This makes us 
fearful, anxious and hopeless about the days ahead. That is not godly 
remembrance. 

As much as we are called to Remembrance, we must also allow the Spirit of 
God to help us to forget the guilt-ridden memories because God certainly 
chooses to: “I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions for my own 
sake and remembers your sins no more.” 

And these are the times when we choose forgetfulness over remembrance:  

“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new 
thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the 
wilderness and streams in the wasteland”. 

This November, may God grant you the grace to remember His goodness and 
faithfulness to you and our community. And may you have the wisdom and 
the courage to forget what you need not carry any longer, so that your mind is 
opened to see the new things that the Lord is doing in you and amongst us.  

Amen 

Revd. Tolu George 

Good News

In September, Churches Together organised a very successful Quiz 
Night at All Saints’.
We reported that £1400 was raised for the Parish Nursing Service in 
Croxley Green.
Now that the money has all been counted, we can report that they 
actually made £1600 which is even better!
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Parish Register and Records 

  
FUNERALS 

19th October 2026 John Christopher ROBERTS aged 81 years
 

********************************************************

******************************************************** 

Gospel readings November 2026 
 

Sunday November 1st 
All Saints Day                                     Matthew   5  v  1 – 12 
 
Sunday November 8th     
Remembrance Sunday                         Matthew  25   v  1 – 13 
 
Sunday November 15th 
Second Sunday before Advent            Matthew  25  v  14 – 30 
 
Sunday November 22nd 
Sunday before Advent                         Matthew  25  v  31 – end 
  
Sunday November 29th 
Advent                                                 Mark  13  v  24 - end 
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RSPB Advice on Feeding the Birds

RSPB have asked us not to feed the birds until 1st 
November.

Should we be feeding them at all?

You might be shocked to read that 17 million UK households together 
spend £250 million on 150,000 tonnes of bird food annually.

Mike Toms, from BTO, says feeding birds can have benefits and 
unintended consequences.

Bird feeders need to be cleaned, disinfected and dried thoroughly every 
two weeks otherwise there is a risk of spreading disease.

The best bird feed comes from seasonal fruits, seeds and berries. Bird 
feeders encourage species like blue tit, house sparrow, starling, great tit 
and wood pigeon but they do make birds dependent on us providing 
their food.

A blue tit will fly 3km to get to a well-stocked bird-feeder. Bigger birds 
are now dominant over marsh tits and willow tits which used to be 
commonly-seen birds.

Bird feeding arises from our desire to help wildlife so we need to be 
thinking about how we can help all the species.

There is always a place for feeding birds when it is frosty or snowy as 
their food is not accessible.          

Alice Tims
   

Sources:
bbc.co.uk
Swan-network.org.uk
British Trust for Ornithology (BTO)  
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                                       Sunday Coffee Charity 

We are supporting Assistance Dogs UK (ADUK) with our donations from 
Sunday Coffee for the next three months. 

Assistance Dogs UK (ADUK) was established in the mid-1990s by a network 
of leaders from assistance dog organisations accredited by either Assistance 
Dogs International or the International Guide Dog Federation. 

Although each organisation had their own specialism, they all shared a 
common challenge: assistance dog partnerships that were regularly 
experiencing access refusals and public misunderstanding. 
By working together, they believed they could create a stronger, more 
consistent response than any organisation could achieve alone. 

The early years focused on collaboration within the sector. Member 
organisations shared knowledge, developed consistent approaches, and built 
trusted relationships that strengthened both individual organisations and the 
assistance dog community as a whole. That spirit of collaboration remains at 
the heart of everything that is done today. 

As the recognised umbrella body for the UK assistance dog sector, their role 
has evolved beyond supporting their members. With a small dedicated staff 
and volunteer team, they now work with businesses, service providers, 
policymakers and other stakeholders to improve understanding of assistance 
dogs, promote good practice, and help remove barriers faced by people who 
are partnered with assistance dogs. 

‘The assistance dog landscape continues to evolve, bringing new 
opportunities as well as new challenges. By bringing organisations and the 
wider sector together, championing standards and providing clear, trusted 
guidance, we continue to build on the vision that inspired our founders while 
responding to the needs of today and tomorrow.’ 

We all know the saying ‘a dog is a man’s best friend’ but there are so many 
dogs who are also ‘helpful friends’ who enable many people to get out and 
about, visit shops, restaurants, theatres, galleries and socialise with other 
people, who might otherwise be confined to their homes. Along with those 
dogs who are trained in health detection, hearing and guide dogs for the blind. 
More information can be found at www.assistancedogs.org.uk 
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Remembering Cathy 

On 1st September, All Saints’ was absolutely packed with people who had 
come to celebrate and remember the life of our amazing pioneer Parish Nurse, 
Cathy Scarborough.  Cathy had been the Parish Nurse in Croxley since before 
covid and had had such a big impact for so many residents, which was shown 
by the size of the congregation.  Her quiet demeanour, calm presence, friendly 
smile and desire to help shone from her and helped her to succeed in this role, 
which brought together her nursing background and her Christian faith.  

The service included beautiful memories 
from Cathy’s dad and sons, Tom and Josh, 
and her friend Revd. Kate Picot, stories 
from members of the Parish Nursing 
Service and our new Parish Nurse, Julian, 
who shared her story of meeting Cathy and 
being recruited by her.

There were lots of laughs and smiles, as 
well as a lot of tears, as we listened and 
remembered our stories of time spent with 
Cathy.

It was a celebration of a life well lived, full of love, kindness and a 
desire to help people.
I got to know Cathy early in her time as Parish Nurse when she offered me 
help and support.  We soon became firm friends and I became a volunteer to 
support some of the work that she was doing.  Following a visit to The Kitchen 
with my Mum, she realised the difficulties faced by people with dementia 
whilst navigating everyday life.  This led to her researching, questioning and 
deciding that we needed to try to make changes to improve the understanding 
of this condition in Croxley. This resulted in us meeting Hollie from Memory 
Support Hertfordshire and becoming a part of their pilot project.  We are 
continuing this work and hope that it will make positive changes for those 
living with dementia. 

Thank you, Cathy, for everything you did for us in Croxley.  Your legacy lives 
on in many ways.  

Janet Martin 
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Parish Nursing Commissioning 
Service

Sunday 18th October
On a lovely Sunday afternoon, more than 
60 members of the Croxley Green 
community, along with friends and family, 
gathered at the Baptist Church to celebrate 

a special occasion:the commissioning of our Parish Nurse, Julian, and 
Parish Nursing Volunteers Fran, Janet M, Janet S, Ursula and Wendy. 
Minister Steve of the Baptist Church led the service with the Parish 
Nursing Trustees officiating.

At the heart of the service was a simple message: ‘All In’, shortened to ‘AI’. 
Julian explained that this vision reflects what Parish Nursing is all about: 
Wholistic care (Body, Soul and Mind) and making sure there is support for 
everyone in the community.  

She spoke about the cancer project, funded by Macmillan, which helps 
patients, families and carers know they are not alone and that support is 
available close to home. She also spoke about the ongoing dementia work, 
funded by The National Lottery Community Fund. Part of this involves 
helping local businesses, churches and restaurants become dementia-friendly 
so that people living with dementia and those who care for them are treated 
with patience, respect and understanding and can keep taking part in everyday 
life.  The generosity of well-wishers enables the Parish Nursing service to also 
offers support to people who are not affected by cancer or/and dementia, 
keeping that spirit of ‘All In’ at the heart of its work.  

Minister Steve warmly invited everyone to get involved in this exciting 
project in three ways: by praying for the Parish Nursing service, telling 
people who might benefit about the support available or giving 
financially to help the work continue.
Deidre, Chair of the Trustees, and Julian emphasised that the Parish Nursing 
Service does not replace the NHS. but rather complements it. They work in 
partnership with other health agencies to support people in the Croxley Green 
community. The congregation also joined in a quiz, giving everyone a chance 
to learn more about Parish Nursing and the care it offers.  
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Readings, hymns and songs formed part of the celebration, alongside personal 
experiences shared by people who have received support in Croxley. Every 
church in Croxley was represented, and we were delighted to welcome the 
Parish Nursing Regional Coordinator, a Parish Nurse from Crawley and 
Cathy’s family. Tea and cakes were enjoyed during the afternoon, adding a 
warm, welcoming touch to the occasion. 

It was also an opportunity to recognise where Parish Nursing in Croxley 
Green began, with the steering group and Cathy Scarborough as the first 
Parish Nurse, and to celebrate the work that continues today. With only 84 
Parish Nurses in the country, we feel very fortunate to have one here in our 
community.  

For more information please 
see the flyer on the next page.

CONGRATULATIONS to Chris Fagan 
who celebrates his 80th birthday in November. 
Happy Birthday from all of us, Chris.
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Sofun News 

Christmas Market - Saturday 21st November 

The Christmas Market is fast approaching so please make sure the date is in 
your diary and invite your friends and family to what has been said is one of 
the top 10 Christmas Markets in Hertfordshire! 

If you are able to offer an hour or two to help on one of the Church stalls, 
including refreshments, or if you can help set up or clear away afterwards, 
please speak to Ann Palmer or myself, it would be much appreciated.   

Donations for the general tombola (bottles, either alcoholic or soft drinks, 
toiletries, unwanted gifts or unused items which could make a good prize), 
chocolate tombola (any small or large chocolate items), and children’s 
tombola (colouring pens/pencils/books, small unused toys) are still needed 
so if you are able to bring some things in, please leave them in the box at the 
back of church or in the office; the more we have for these stalls the better.   

Finally, if you are able to bake a large cake for us to cut up and sell for 
refreshments, please let me know or add it to the list at the back of Church. 
Please label it with ingredients. 

Grand Prize Draw Tickets 

We have Grand Prize draw tickets for sale so please collect some from Ann 
or Lyndon and sell them to friends, colleagues, neighbours and family.  There 
are some great prizes to win, including a 1st prize of £250 cash, and the money 
all goes to support the work of the Church.  This makes up a large part of the 
profit for the Christmas Market so please help us to sell as many as possible. 

Upcoming Events 

We have, as always, got lots of services and events coming up before 
Christmas so please put them in your diary. 

Sunday 29th November – Advent Service at 6pm, followed by wine and 
nibbles 

Saturday 5th December – Parish Council Christmas Market outside the 
library. We are having our usual mulled wine stall so please come and support 
us, either by helping us for an hour, or buying some mulled wine. 
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clearly written so that they can be delivered.

If you are able to deliver cards in your road or locally, please sign up 
when the list goes out at the back of Church.

We suggest a donation of 30p per card; please put this in the post box 
with your cards.

All proceeds will go to Shelter.

Sunday 6th December – Christingle Service at 4pm. Activities in the hall, 
including mulled wine, mince pies and making your Christingle, followed by 
a very informal service in Church. 

Sunday 13th December – Carol Service – 6pm, followed by mulled wine and 
mince pies. 

Janet Martin 

Christmas Post Box

The Christmas Post Box will be at the back 
of Church between Sunday 29th November 
and Sunday 13th December. This is for any 
cards for addresses in Croxley Green only.

Please make sure the envelopes have the 
full name and address of the recipient 
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9th-11th October we 

All Saints’ Church 
Fifth Annual Beer Festival

On the weekend of 9th-11th October, the Church was buzzing with the 
chatter and laughter of the many people who came from far and wide 
to attend our Beer Festival.
Friday evening was so busy that there was not even ‘standing room 
only’ and the Hall was filled too.
Saturday was also busy and an Irish Band played during the evening 
which created a great atmosphere.
We did not run out of beer this year so we were open on Sunday 
afternoon and, although last orders was at 4pm, the last few people did 
not leave until after 5!

Food was served on Friday and Saturday and that proved to be very 
popular too.

The event was a huge success and thanks must go to Ben Guest and 
Sam Beard for co-ordinating everything and working hard for the 
whole weekend, Scott and his team from The Anchor, Tap and Bottle 
who organised setting up the beer, organising the bar and serving, 
Wendy and Janet who organised and cooked the food. Thanks must also 
go to the team of people who served the food, the people who sold the 
glasses and greeted everyone at the door and the many people who 
moved the furniture to set everything up. It truly was a magnificent 
team effort of everyone working together.

We are already being asked the dates of the Sixth Annual Beer Festival 
and planning will start very soon so watch this space!
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Still waiting
A pious man, who had reached the age of 105, suddenly stopped 
going to church. Alarmed by the old fellow’s absence after so 
many years of faithful attendance, the minister went to see him.
He found him in excellent health, so the minister asked, “How 
come after all these years we don’t see you at services any 
more?”
The old man lowered his voice. “When I got to be 90, I expected 
God to take me any day. But then I got to be 95, then 100, then 
105. So, I figured that God is very busy and must’ve forgotten 
about me, and now I don’t want to remind Him!”

Story
It was Dad’s turn to read young Jamie a bedtime story. After 20 
minutes, Mum called up the stairs, “Is he asleep?”
Young Jamie called softly back, “Yes, finally.”

Died in the services
Little Alex was staring up at the large brass plaque that hung on 
the side wall of the church.  The plaque was covered with 
names, and they seemed to fascinate the youngster.  “All those 
names,” he said to the minister.  “Who are they?”
“Well, they were people who used to go to this church,” 
explained the minister.  “This is a memorial to all the young men 
and women who died in the services.”
Soberly, they stood together, staring at the large plaque.  Little 
Alex’s voice was barely audible when he asked, “Which service, 
the 9 o’clock, or the 11 o’clock?”

What bishops do
We were celebrating the 100th anniversary of our church, and 
several former pastors and the bishop were in attendance.  At 
one point, our minister had the children gather at the altar for a 
talk about the importance of the day. He began by asking, ‘Does 
anyone know what the bishop does?’
There was silence.  Finally, one little boy ventured: “Isn’t he the 
one who moves diagonally?”

Smile Lines from Parish Pump
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November Prayer Diary 

Date In our Church Family

1st Tolu, Leke, Jacob, Joshua and Jessica 
George

2nd Geordee, Cecily and Chishinmi George 

3rd Liz Gowshall 

4th Ben, Sarah, Abbie and Joshua Guest 

5th Patricia Hall 

6th Anne Harris 

7th Clare Hearnshaw 

8th Gretel and Ron Hibbert 

9th Francis Hilsden 

10th Matthew, Sarah, Emily and William 
Hilton-Dennis 

11th Phil and Linda Hobbs 

12th Val Hunt 

13th Karen, Paul, Amelie and Olivia Jarvis 

14th Sam, Simon, Carys and Nerys Jones 

15th Adam and Asia Keene 
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16th Valerie Kendle

17th Margaret and Roger Kircher

18th Anni and Tom Lowery

19th Lorraine, Nigel and Isobel McCobb

20th Jean McLaughlin

21st Sue and Roger McKeague

22nd James McShane

23rd Gill Main

24th Jude, Yin and Alex Man

25th Jane, Ed, Joseph and Ben Manning

26th Janet, Graham, Zoe and Samantha Martin

27th Sue Middleton

28th Jan Mills

29th Miriam and Rao Mugan

30th Judith and David Muir
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Cats and teenagers
Neither teenagers nor cats turn their heads when you call them 
by name.
No matter how much you do for them, it is never enough.
Cats rarely deign to walk with you when outside, and the same is 
true of teenagers.
No cat or teenager shares your taste in music.
Cats and teenagers can suddenly get ‘hissy’, without any known 
cause.
Cats and teenagers can lie on the living-room sofa for hours on 
end without moving, barely breathing.
Cats have nine lives. Teenagers live as if they did.
Cats and teenagers yawn in exactly the same manner, 
communicating that ultimate human ecstasy – utter boredom.
Cats and teenagers do not improve anyone’s furniture.
Cats and teenagers are known to creep home at all hours of the 
night. Neither will tell you where they’ve been.
So, if you must raise teenagers, it is a good idea to follow 
instructions as for cats:  Just put food out at regular intervals and 
do not make any sudden moves in their direction. When they 
make up their minds, they will finally come to you for some 
affection and comfort, and it will be a triumphant moment for all 
concerned
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Some women have power, and some women are 
good. When a woman with power is also good, she 
can achieve an astonishing amount.

Margaret of Scotland has been called ‘The Pearl of 
Scotland’, but she began life in Hungary about 1045. 
She was born to the expatriate English prince Edward 
the Exile, and so was an English princess.

16th November Saint Margaret of Scotland

Margaret was a Christian, and became a good friend of Lanfranc, a 
future archbishop of Canterbury. Her biographer tells of how she read 
narratives from the Bible to her husband, thus helping to ‘civilise’ him. 
He was illiterate, but so admired her reading, that he had her books 
decorated with gold and silver. She was also credited with helping her 
youngest son, the future King David I of Scotland, towards becoming a 
just and holy ruler.
Margaret introduced the worship and practice of the Church of Rome 
into Scotland. She also wanted to help the many pilgrims travelling in 
Scotland, and so she established a ferry across the Firth of Forth, which 
is where the towns South Queensferry and North Queensferry got their 
names.
Margaret performed many charitable works for the poor, and she 
interceded for the release of English exiles who had been forced into 
serfdom following the Norman conquest.  She also began the 
restoration of Iona Abbey.
In private life, Margaret spent much of her time in prayer, using a cave 
on the banks of the Tower Burn in Dunfermline as a place of devotion 
and prayers. St Margaret’s Cave is still there today, covered beneath a 
municipal car park.
Margaret died in 1093, and in 1250 Pope Innocent IV canonised her. 
Her relics were dispersed after the Scottish Reformation, but at one 
time Mary, Queen of Scots, owned her head.

 The family returned to Wessex in 1057, when she was 13, and 
following the death of King Harold II at the Battle of Hastings in 1066, 
her brother Edgar Aetheling should have been King of England, but he 
was never crowned.  Instead, the family fled north, to Scotland, where 
she was married to Malcolm III of Scotland by 1070. As a Scottish 
queen she went on to become mother of three kings of Scotland, and of 
a queen consort of England.
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   Graham Spendlove MCFHP, MAHFP 
   qualified foot health professional 

    TOE-TAL FOOTCARE 
    for all the family. 

For the treatment of corns, callus, ingrown or thickened 
nails and nail trimming. 

For an appointment in your own home 
at a time to suit you. 

Book now on 07799 033974 
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Rainbow Cottage Catering
Do you need catering for a party?

Hot or cold meals prepared for you for any occasion 
including birthdays, Christenings, Weddings, Funerals, 

afternoon tea or just a ‘get together’.

Great food, good prices, friendly service!

…and Cakes too
Large and small cakes for all occasions,

Including gluten-free or dairy free.

Also a wide range of homemade jams, chutneys and 
other preserves.

Call Janet Martin 07802429169 for more details
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Croxley Parish Nurse 

Julian Maina 

Tel: 07510575699 

parishnursejulian@gmail.com 

Croxley Parish Nurse 
and Macmillan Cancer Support 

Churches Together in Croxley Green 

Nurse-led Cancer Support Group Croxley 

First Thursday of  the month 
All Saints’ Church Hall 

2.30-4pm 

We will be meeting on: 
Thursday 5th November 
Thursday 3rd December 

We welcome anyone who has been affected 
by cancer. Join us to meet others, share your 

experiences and learn coping 
techniques in a warm and friendly group. 

For more information 
please call 01923 436326 
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MAGAZINE EDITORIAL TEAM 

Wendy Shafe      461142 
Shelagh Booth                   779932 

Please e-mail contributions to magazine@croxleygreenallsaints.org by 
the copy dates below. If you have any queries, please contact one of the 
team above. Thank you. 

Final copy date: 15th November for December 
15th December for January 

MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTOR: Fran Bennett 

This month's cover is a design from Parish Pump

Acknowledgement 

Unless otherwise stated, pictures are taken from Parish Pump or else they are 
produced by members of the magazine team. 

We encourage articles from a wide range of contributors and  the opinions 
expressed are not necessarily those of the editors. 
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Choir :               Anne Oke and Sam Beard
 

Parish Safeguarding Officer  

Anne Oke          safeguarding@croxleygreenallsaints.org 

          Tel: 220782

Hall Bookings:       hall@croxleygreenallsaints.org
  

                      Tel:  772109
 

Electoral Roll Officer:
Chris Fagan                            Tel:  720319
 

Planned Giving Officer:
Janet Martin  Tel:07802429169

Youth Group:  
Sam Beard and Kelly Buckle           Tel: 772109 

Parent and Toddler Club Contacts:
Monday:   
Contact the Parish Office Tel: 772109   

   
        

Badminton/Games Group  
Chris Oke                  Tel:220782 

Email:office@croxleygreenallsaints.org 
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